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The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida
2026 Art Ventures - Organizations 

2026 Art Ventures - Organizations Grant Guidelines 
Since 1990, Art Ventures has helped stimulate vitality and quality in the arts by providing grants to small and medium-sized arts and cultural organizations in Northeast Florida for improvements to management and artistic excellence. Art Ventures also supports individual artists. Funding for organizations and artists is offered on alternating years.  
For 2026, grant awards of $10,000 each will be made for the purpose of strengthening organizations. Funding is dedicated to organizational capacity building and program development. Please note that the grant is not intended for general operating or general program support or for the continuation of established programs.
Art Ventures - Organization Grants are made possible by the generous donors who established the following named funds at The Community Foundation:
· Art Ventures Endowment Fund
· J. Shepard, Jr. and Mary Ann Bryan Arts Endowment Fund
· Anne and Sallyn Pajcic Art Ventures Endowment Fund
· Delores Barr Weaver Black Arts Organization Fund
Eligibility Criteria:
· Small to mid-size organization with annual revenues less than $1 million
· Organization must have at least two years of documented work history and current 501(c)(3) status or a formal agreement with a Fiscal Sponsor that is a mission-aligned 501(c)(3).
· The mission of the organization must be primarily artistic/cultural.
· The organization must be located and operate in one of the following counties:  Baker, Clay, Duval, Nassau, Putnam or St. Johns 
· Requesting funding for activities which will take place during the 18-month grant period of December 1, 2026-June 15, 2028. No grant funds may be used for expenditures that occur prior to December 1, 2026.
· Organizations awarded an Art Ventures grant in the last grant cycle (2024) are not eligible to apply in 2026. 

Additional eligibility is required for organizations to receive funding from the Delores Barr Weaver Black Arts Organization Fund. In Black-led and/or Black-centered organizations, one or more of the following is true:
· More than 50 percent of Black staff are in leadership positions
· More than 50 percent of the Board of Directors identify as Black
· The organization’s mission predominantly aims to celebrate arts of the African diaspora

Evaluation Criteria:
· Eligibility: Organization and project fit the eligibility criteria.
· Appropriateness: The grant project will help strengthen the organization through capacity building and/or program development, expansion or evolution
· Readiness: The organization is prepared to do the project if the grant is awarded.
· Artistic Merit: The organization demonstrates a commitment to professional standards of excellence.
· Art Ventures Alignment: Special consideration will be given to organizations reflective of and deeply rooted in the Northeast Florida community.
· Overall quality and strength of proposal
· Other notable factors in the request

Priority will be given to organizations that do not already have an open discretionary grant through The Community Foundation.

Art Ventures - Organizations Timeline:
· Tuesday, May 19, 2026: Grant applications available on website (www.jaxcf.org)
· 10:30 am-noon, Thursday, June 25, 2026: Grant Application Assistance Webinar
· REGISTER HERE: Art Ventures - Organizations Web Registration 2026 - Intellistack
· Webinar will be recorded and available upon request
· Tuesday, July 21, 2026: Grant applications due by 5 pm (online)
· Please note: Following initial application submission, applicants will be directed to complete a demographic survey. Final application submission must include the demographic survey.
· November 10, 2026: All applicants notified 
· Tuesday, Dec. 1, 2026 - Thursday, June 15, 2028: 18-month grant contract period

2026 Art Ventures - Organizations Grant Application

Organizational Information
Organization Mission Statement:

The organization must be an active 501(c)(3) public charity or private operating foundation, or have a formal agreement with a mission-aligned Fiscal Sponsor with a 501(c)(3), in order to be eligible.
Are you using a Fiscal Sponsor? Y/N
If Yes:
If using a Fiscal Sponsor, please provide the organization’s name, Tax ID/EIN Number, 	and contact information.
Please upload a copy of the formal agreement with the Fiscal Sponsor.

Organization Founded Date:

Fiscal Year Ends:

Total annual operating budget - current Fiscal Year:

Total annual operating budget - previous Fiscal Year:

If the organization experienced a budget deficit or significant budget variance, please explain.

Please provide a brief history of the organization and an overview of its major programs.

Which artistic/cultural discipline(s) is the primary focus of the organization?

Please describe the organization's geographic service area:

To be considered for the Delores Barr Weaver Black Arts Organization Fund, at least one of the criteria must be true:

· More than 50 percent of Black Staff are in leadership positions
· More than 50 percent of the Board of Directors identifies as Black 
· The organization’s mission predominantly aims to celebrate arts of the African diaspora

Does the organization meet any of the above criteria? Y/N
If yes:
Please explain how the organization meets one or more of the criteria above.

If the organization receives an Art Ventures grant, is there a willingness to participate in professional development activities provided by The Community Foundation as part of the award? Y/N

Overview of Proposed Program: 

Total Project Budget:

Amount Requested:

Program Start and End Dates:

Project Title:

Please provide a detailed description of the project for which the organization is seeking grant funding.

Please list the objectives for the grant project.

Describe the organization’s current capacity or programmatic needs.

How was it determined that this was the need(s) for the organization?

Is a consultant being used for this project? Y/N
	If yes:
Please summarize, including a brief timeline of the work.

Please upload a copy of the consultant's proposal (if available).

How will key staff, board and/or volunteers be involved in the project?

How would a grant specifically help the organization become stronger? And, if applicable, share any ideas for institutionalizing the work beyond the initial grant.

Please describe the project budget.
Overall Summary:
Please provide a one paragraph summary description of the organization, the grant project for which it is seeking funding, and the proposed use of the funds.

Uploads:
· Please download and complete the Project Budget Template at the following link: PROJECT BUDGET TEMPLATE. When complete, please upload as an attachment.
· List of the organization's Board of Directors including Professional Affiliations.
· Organization's most recent Audited Financial Statement. If unavailable, please attach a copy of the organization's most recently submitted IRS Form 990.
· Organization's annual operating budget for the current fiscal year.
· Optional: Additional supporting material relevant to the program/project. You may upload up to two files.
· If additional supporting material was uploaded, please describe the uploads.
