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Giving Forward

A report for donors, friends and the Northeast Florida community

Terrance Patterson Selected for Ann
McDonald Baker Art Ventures Award
Terrance Patterson, the founder and artistic director
of The Ritz Chamber Players, the nation’s only
African-American chamber music group, is The
Community Foundation’s first Ann McDonald Baker
Art Ventures Award recipient. The award, which
includes a $10,000 unrestricted grant, recognizes
an artist whose work brings distinction to Northeast
Florida, and is named for the late Ann McDonald
Baker, whose leadership helped create and nurture
such vital cultural gems such as The Community
Foundation’s Art Ventures Fund, the Arts Assembly
(now the Cultural Council) and Douglas Anderson
School of the Arts, among others. Patterson accepted
the award at a November reception sponsored by
J. Johnson Gallery which featured a retrospective of
photographs created by one of our first Art Ventures
Individual Artists, Christina Hope.

INVESTING IN THE ARTS FOR 25 YEARS
For 25 years, The Community
Foundation for Northeast
Florida has invested in the local
Supporting the Arts in Northeast Florida for 25 Years
cultural community as part of
A N I N I T I AT I V E O F T H E C O M M U N I T Y F O U N DAT I O N
an exceptional initiative known
as Art Ventures. In 1989, the
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) offered Jacksonville an opportunity
to receive $50,000 a year for four years to fund the arts. The catch? The
Community Foundation had to raise twice that much—$100,000—each year
in unrestricted gifts over the same period. Thanks to the tireless efforts of
Ann Baker and Courtenay Wilson, the challenge was a success, and the first
grants were made in 1990. Since then, many generous donors have stepped
forward to add their support for the sometimes overlooked part of the arts
community—emerging individual artists and small arts organizations—and
as a result, Art Ventures has provided more than $1 million in grants to
individuals and small arts organizations since its inception.
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A Solution That Checks
All The Boxes!
Grady & Rebecca Parker’s quest to find a way to ‘give back
to Jacksonville’ was a theme that emerged when they were
working on their estate with their attorneys at Fisher, Tousey,
Leas & Ball.

Grady Parker stands in Grady’s Garden, which he faithfully tends on the grounds of his condominium complex.
Clay B. (Chip) Tousey, Jr.

Donor Spotlight
GRADY & REBECCA PARKER: A QUIET LIFE, A LASTING LEGACY
Grady Parker and his late wife, Rebecca (Becky) had a simple axiom for their
charitable giving: they wanted to do good things for Jacksonville, because
Jacksonville has been good to them. Grady is a native of Jacksonville, having
grown up on the Northside on Broward Road and attended Andrew Jackson
High School. He met Becky, who grew up in New Smyrna Beach, when they
were both working at the Jacksonville Terminal, the old train station that is now
the Prime Osborn Convention Center. Together they worked hard, traveled,
volunteered at the Greater Jacksonville Agricultural Fair every fall and enjoyed
each other’s company for more than 60 years.

When asked what he would like others to know about their decision to leave
a gift to The Community Foundation, Grady answered, “Just tell them that

Jacksonville was good to us, and the Parkers wanted to give back to
Jacksonville.”

PAGE 2 • FALL 2015

noted the Parker's other counsel, Clay B. Tousey,
III, who went on to say that for clients like the
Parkers, a fund at The Community Foundation
‘checks all the boxes’ in terms of a charitable
giving vehicle. “We love being able to suggest

Clay B. Tousey, III

Clay and Chip called John Zell, VP of
Development at The Community Foundation,
with whom they have a longstanding relationship. Together, they met with
the Parkers and eventually established and funded a generous Discretionary
Endowment Fund. The fund will allow The Community Foundation to make
grants in the Parkers' name for pressing needs or emerging opportunities in
Jacksonville, with 20% of the grants to be used to aid local senior citizens. It
is a generous gift to their fellow citizens, and because they had the foresight
to endow the fund, it will be there for the community in perpetuity.

Grady and Becky Parker at home.

...Jacksonville was good
to us, and the Parkers
wanted to give back...

DECEMBER 2015

December is here,
and with it comes
the opportunity to put your charitable giving
dollars to work before the year expires. We
would be happy to speak with you and/or
your professional advisor about the many
charitable giving strategies that exist, and
which one might be right for you. Some
strategies to consider may be:
•

Give appreciated assets—we
can handle the liquidation of your
appreciated stock or property. You get
a deduction for its value (up to 30% of
your adjusted gross income) and capital
gains taxes won’t apply.

•

Create a Life Income Plan—set up
a Charitable Gift Annuity to establish
a new fund or add to certain existing
ones. This is a way to make a gift to
your community, and still receive income
during your lifetime.

•

Donate an insurance policy.

•

Prepare to exercise the IRA Charitable
Rollover if Congress reauthorizes the
provision before year end, like they did
last year. If the provision is enabled,
you may make direct distributions (up
to $100,000) from a traditional IRA to
nonprofit organizations, if you are 70 ½
or older. We can help you prepare to
move quickly if Congress gives a last
minute thumbs up.

“They were determined to help Jacksonville,
and they asked us the best way to do that,”

The Community Foundation as a solution—
it’s the perfect example of the role you can
play {in helping bring a donor’s philanthropic
vision to life.}”

Grady and Becky knew they wanted to leave something to the community
that had enriched their lives for so long. Working with attorneys Clay B. (Chip)
Tousey, Jr. and Clay B. Tousey, III, of Fisher, Tousey, Leas and Ball, they set up an
estate plan that would fund their wish to give back with a $2 million bequest
to The Community Foundation as an unrestricted gift—one that could be
used wherever the need was greatest. Their only other instruction was that 20%
of the gift be used to improve the quality of life of Jacksonville’s senior citizens,
especially those facing financial hardship.
When Grady lost his beloved wife Becky last year, he was moved to accelerate
their original plan. He decided to go ahead and fund half of the gift that they
had originally envisioned to be left in his will. The Grady and Rebecca T.
Parker Endowment Fund at The Community Foundation was created from
cash and donated real estate, and as a result, the fund will begin to make grants
in 2016.

Already charitably inclined, the Parkers had some
specific nonprofit organizations in mind, but
they had a bigger vision—one grounded in their
understanding that there would be community
needs that might emerge after they were
gone. When attorney Clay B. (Chip) Tousey, Jr.
suggested an endowed discretionary fund at The
Community Foundation, the Parkers immediately
grasped the advantages that such a fund could
offer—namely the flexibility and longevity to
help the citizens of Jacksonville for many years to
come.

YEAR
END
GIVING

As a reminder, The Community Foundation
is able to accept a variety of different
assets—cash , marketable securities, real
estate, tangible personal property, insurance
policies—for your grantmaking. Just be sure
to notify us if you choose to give appreciated
stock so that we can work with your broker/
transfer agent for an effortless transaction.
The Community Foundation’s Donor
Services team will be available throughout
the month of December from 8:30 a.m. – 5
p.m. Monday through Thursday, and 8:30
a.m. – 4:00 p.m. on Fridays, except for
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
Please call us at (904) 356-4483 and let us
know how we can help.

— Grady Parker
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Building Better Communities across Northeast Florida

REGIONAL IMPACT
BARNABAS CENTER RECEIVES GRANT
NASSAU COUNTY

The Women’s Giving Alliance, an initiative of The Community Foundation, made a $110,000, twoyear grant to Barnabas Center in Nassau County for its Women’s Health Initiative in Nassau (WHIN).
Barnabas Center is Nassau County’s only comprehensive service provider for individuals and
families in crisis, and the WHIN program will address the mental health needs of women who have
experienced trauma from a severe life event. The program’s goal is for these women
to move beyond resolving the immediate crisis and to improve their overall health
and well-being by focusing on the survivor’s strengths and resilience. WGA’s
grant will help fund a project coordinator and trained professionals specializing
in journaling and art therapy. The Barnabas grant was one of five mental health
services grants totaling $395,000 made by WGA this fall.

BEACHES COMMUNITY FUND MAKES INITIAL GRANTS
DUVAL AND ST. JOHNS COUNTIES

The Beaches Community Fund, The Community Foundation’s newest giving circle, is well
on its way with 25 donor households who are dedicated to helping their neighbors who live
near our shores. The group has ratified its first two grants: $75,000 to Beaches Emergency
Assistance Ministry (BEAM) which will partner with Feeding Northeast Florida to open a satellite
food distribution center; $10,000 to the Nonprofit Center of Northeast Florida to create the
Eleanor Ashby Leadership Series—social and skill-based events to connect and strengthen the
nonprofit sector at the Beaches. If you’re a Beaches-area resident interested in this form of active
philanthropy, please contact Joanne Cohen (jcohen@jaxcf.org / 904-356-4483).

SPECIAL EXHIBIT OF 2015
ART VENTURES AWARD RECIPIENTS
DUVAL / NASSAU / CLAY COUNTIES

Eight regional artists who received Art Ventures awards this year
will be featured in a special exhibit at the UNF Gallery at MOCA,
Museum of Contemporary Art, Jacksonville from December 2,
2015 – January 17, 2016. Back row: Fabricio Farias, Roy Berry, Patrick
Barry, Tony Walsh. Front Row: Ana Paula Habib, Darryl Reuben Hall,
Kate Rouh, Hiromi Moneyhun.

OBELISK ART 450

ST. JOHNS COUNTY

BYON M. MORRIS SCHOLARSHIP
BAKER COUNTY

Videl Williams of Baker County High School received the
Byon M. Morris Scholarship at a recent Leadership Jacksonville
Board Meeting. The scholarship, awarded from the Byon M. Morris
Charitable Fund here at The Community Foundation, is for those attending college
and recognizes leadership and academic achievement. Videl is pictured here with
Katie Patterson, program officer at The Community Foundation.

Compassionate St. Augustine’s Obelisk Art 450
garnered national and even worldwide notice this
fall—well-deserved recognition for an exceptional
project designed to celebrate St. Augustine’s
450th anniversary. OA450 Tour of
Compassion is a collection of twentyfive 8’6” tall obelisks embellished by
professional artists for a public
art exhibition throughout
historic St. Augustine. The
Community Foundation was
the initial and title sponsor
of OA 450 through a Dr.
JoAnn Crisp-Ellert grant.
News articles about the stunning
collection of obelisks ranged from the cover of Folio Weekly to a story in the
Huffington Post. And one of the associated half-sized obelisks decorated by local
schoolchildren was the official City of St. Augustine gift to King Felipe VI and
Queen Letizia of Spain during their visit to the city for the anniversary festivities.

A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO ERICA LEWIS
CLAY COUNTY

A soccer scholarship to honor the life of Erica Lewis, Esq., has been established at
The Community Foundation by her loving family to award to a woman varsity soccer
player from Orange Park High School. Erica was a scholar athlete, and was a four year
starter on the Orange Park High School soccer team, graduating in 2002. She played
college soccer at two top 25 ranked Women’s Division I teams, FSU and USF, and was
captain on the USF Women’s Soccer team. She played professionally in Lecce, Italy and
most recently coached the Randolph Union High School women’s team in Vermont.
Last month, Erica and her brother Garry were inducted into the Orange Park High
School Sports Hall of Fame. The fund hopes to award its first scholarship in 2018.
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SCHOOL CHILDREN GET ACCESS TO CLOTHING
PUTNAM COUNTY

The Frank V. Oliver Jr. Endowment at The Community Foundation helped open the
doors to ‘appropriate clothing for learning with dignity’ that will serve the nearly 600
homeless students and thousands of others in Putnam County. In partnership with
the Putnam County School District and Dignity U Wear, a New Clothes Closet will be
available to teachers, school social workers and guidance counselors who identify their
students needing school-appropriate clothing but who may be underserved or at-risk.
Dignity U Wear runs a similar clothing closet for Duval County Schools.
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Bravo!

LGBT FUND MAKES 2ND ROUND OF GRANTS

The Curtain Rises on a Donor’s Vision
On October 3, the Lawrence J. DuBow
Theatre at the Douglas Anderson
School of the Arts was officially
unveiled, marking the culmination of
a year long journey to expose more
local students to high definition (HD)
broadcasts of The Metropolitan Opera
from New York. Laurie DuBow, his
family and friends, and dignitaries
from the Duval County Schools, Opera
Shira DuBow reveals the new sign for the
Jacksonville and the arts community,
theatre renamed in her grandfather’s honor
as Laurie DuBow and his children watch
witnessed the ribbon cutting and
with Dr. Nikolai Vitti, Duval County School
experienced first-hand the Met’s HD
Superintendent.
broadcast of Il Trovatore. The newly
outfitted theatre has state-of-the-art HD audio and video aligned with The
Met’s exacting standards, making it one of only three school systems in the
U.S. to which the Met broadcasts directly. Now, around 3000 local students
per year will be to experience The Met: Live in HD, compared to 300 per year
before the theatre project.

Laurie DuBow addresses the
crowd before the performance

It's all about the
children—it always
has been and it
always will be.

At its Annual Meeting, members of the LGBT Community Fund for
Northeast Florida ratified a total of $108,000 in grants that will go to four
agencies serving area LGBT individuals and families in 2016: JASMYN
(Jacksonville Area Sexual Minority Youth Network), UNF LGBT Resource
Center, ElderSource and PFLAG of Jacksonville (Parents, Families and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays).
The members also heard from Ben
Francisco Maulbeck, president
of Funders for LGBTQ Issues,
who lauded the fund and said
that Jacksonville could become a
model for this kind of philanthropy.
The LGBT Fund is a giving circle,
founded in 2014, and committed
to pooling its collective resources
Ben Francisco Maulbeck speaks to LGBT
to benefit the LGBT community in
members and supporters.
Northeast Florida.

RECORD TURNOUT FOR WGA GRANTS ANNOUNCEMENT

— Laurie DuBow

FALL DONORS FORUM
On his 99th day in office, Mayor Lenny Curry outlined his plans
for Jacksonville for a capacity Donors Forum crowd at The
River Club in October. Introduced by Gary Chartrand, Mayor
Curry spoke about his vision for the city, his thoughts about
working more closely with the philanthropic community, and
the things that keep him up at night.

Mayor Lenny Curry addresses the
Donors Forum
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QEA Fund Continues to Invest in
High Need Schools
The Quality Education for All Fund,
which has a goal of investing $50
million to improve the quality of
teaching and leadership in Duval
County’s highest need schools, began
its third year of grantmaking this
fall. While it is still early, initial results
show the needle moving in a positive
direction in several areas including
math and reading proficiency, a
dramatic decrease in behavior referrals
and an increased retention rate for
Teach for America teachers. The
QEA Fund’s Year 2 Annual Report is
available on the QEA Fund website:
www.qeafund.org.

Executives from the agencies selected
for 2016 grants: Front Row from
left—Frieda Saraga (PFLAG), Kaitlin
Legg (UNF LGBT Resource Center),
Garry Bevel (PFLAG), Back Row
from left--Angela Strain and Cindy
Watson (JASMYN) and Linda Levin
(ElderSource).

WGA President

More than 250 Women’s Giving Alliance members
and guests were on hand to ratify five grants
totaling nearly $400,000 at the WGA annual
meeting in late October. The grants—benefiting
Barnabas Center, Gateway Community Services,
Mental Health America in NE Florida, Rethreaded,
and the I.M. Sulzbacher Center—are part of
WGA’s research-based focus on mental health
services for women and girls in our area. WGA
President Paula Liang also introduced the young
professional women who comprise the 2016 class
of Delores Barr Weaver Fellows.

Paula Liang

WGA's New Website Has Arrived!
Be sure to check out the new website for Women’s Giving
Alliance! Go to www.wganefl.org to find out what this
premier women’s giving circle is doing to improve the
lives of women and girls in Northeast Florida.

www.wganefl.org
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A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT
It never fails to move me when an artist
who received an Art Ventures Fund grant
talks about its lasting benefits. Like when
Linda Broadfoot, who received her first of
three Art Ventures Fund grants in 2001,
said recently, “It has changed my life….The
direction of my work has changed in vital
and significant ways unknown to me when
I applied for this grant.” We are all richer
for having invested in these artists, and in
25 years, it’s evident that their pursuit has
produced a more vibrant arts community
for us all.
It is our hope that the stories in this
newsletter will move you. Stories of new
and energetic efforts like the Beaches
Community Fund, where the hard work
of our Trustees Martha Baker and Tracey
Westbrook has produced a cadre of
devoted investors determined to improve
the lives of all Beach citizens. Ditto for
the LGBT Community Fund, which has
really hit its stride in its second year of
grantmaking. These are just two examples
of what can happen when a donor’s ideas
are turned into action supporting the work
of agencies throughout our region.
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As we approach the end of 2015, the
Board, staff and I are keenly aware that
our mission—stimulating philanthropy
to build a better community—has never
been more relevant. Our community has
both challenges and opportunities that
generous donors will want to address, and
we are prepared to assist them in their
quest. If we can help you identify or act on
your philanthropic passion, I hope you will
contact us.
Special thanks to Bill Brinton for his
leadership as he has chaired The
Community Foundation Board of Trustees
these last two years. We will enter 2016
with a new chairman, Deborah PassDurham, and a refreshed strategic plan
which will further amplify our role in the
community. We look forward to sharing
that with you in the new year.

Nina Waters
President

462
Nina Waters, President

FUNDS

$53

$313

MILLION IN ASSETS
MILLION
GRANTS IN 2014

