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A report for donors, friends and the Northeast Florida community

Eartha M.M. White Legacy Fund:

FIFTEEN YEARS OF
THE

The Eartha M.M. White Legacy Fund holds a special place in the
heart and the history of The Community Foundation. Created in
2004 with $1.5 million from the sale of the historic Eartha White
Nursing Home, the Fund was Jacksonville’s first major African
American philanthropy, and today remains the community’s
largest African American advised fund.
(continued on next page)

FIFTY FIVE YEARS OF
In 1964, four visionary community leaders created the Greater Jacksonville
Area Community Foundation—Florida’s first community foundation.
Today, 55 years later, millions
of dollars have been granted
through The Community
Foundation for Northeast
Florida. The overwhelming
majority of those funds support
nonprofit organizations in
Northeast Florida—changing
lives, building community, and
creating opportunity. Year after
year, our donors direct their
charitable giving to causes that matter to
them: education, human services, civic
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and community needs,
and health care. And The
Community Foundation
uses its discretionary dollars
to support many of the
same causes, as well as
making investments in our
community that will lift all
citizens. In this, our Emerald
Anniversary year, we are
proud to serve this generous
community and the nonprofit organizations
that improve our lives every day.
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THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

2018 HIGHLIGHTS
$384.2
MILLION

TOTAL ASSETS

$58.2

589

-7.2%

TOTAL

MILLION

INITIAL

FUNDS

IN NEW GIFTS

66% of Assets Endowed

RETURN ON
INVESTMENT

33 New Funds

(continued from previous page)
Its mission—then and now—is to encourage giving among
African Americans in Jacksonville in order to strengthen and
sustain the resources and institutions that are important to
the community.

$47.2 MILLION

GRANTS MADE

Although it is estimated that Ms. White became a millionaire,
she is believed to have donated much of her wealth to
finance her humanitarian work. That work included creating
Oakland Park; the first public park in Jacksonville for black
people, establishing an orphanage and adoption agency for
African American children, a home for unwed mothers, and
a nursery for children of working African American mothers.
In 1904 Ms. White and her mother; Clara White, established
a soup kitchen now known as the Clara White Mission, which
fed the homeless and hungry in the Jacksonville community.
After her mother’s death in 1920, White continued the work
of the mission which at one point was Jacksonville’s largest
employer of black people. It was in 1967, at the age of
ninety-one, that Ms. White established the 120 bed Eartha
M.M. White Nursing Home.

Cleve Warren and Ju’Coby Pittman, CEO/President of the Clara White
Mission, reflect on some of the historical photos in the Eartha M.M.
White Historical Museum.

Northeast Florida:

12%

“It’s been a remarkable marriage—we couldn’t have
written a better script.”

Elsewhere in Florida:

5%

ST. AUGUSTINE OPENING

The Fund’s advisors are especially heartened by their decision
15 years ago to endow the fund; preserving the original gift in
perpetuity, while sourcing its grant making activities from the
earnings on the fund’s investment. Having established the
Fund in this way Warren says, ensures that the goodness that
defined and legacy of Eartha Martha Magdalene White will
forever manifest itself “in all the ways it can, in all the places it
can, for all the people it can.”
Warren says the staff at The Community Foundation has
partnered with the Eartha M.M. White Fund Advisory Board
in many ways to carry out Mrs. White’s intentions.

83%

Outside
of Florida:

To further the work we do in St. Johns and Putnam
counties, we now have an office in St. Augustine!
We’re located in the St. Augustine Record Building
at One News Place, located at the intersection of
SR 207 and SR312. We’re excited to expand our
history of grantmaking in the area and look forward
to introducing ourselves to more of the community.
St. Augustine resident and Senior Program Director
Mark LeMaire will be based in the St. Augustine
office on select days of the week. For an appointment
or more information, please call (904) 356-4483.

207

Warren describes a sense of obligation on the part of the
Advisory Board to honor Ms. White’s legacy by doing just that.
Since its inception, the Fund has made nearly $875,000 in
grants to a wide range of organizations and charitable causes,
with nearly half of that amount prioritized for education.

Mark LeMaire, M.A.
Senior Program Director
marklemaire@jaxcf.org
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News Place
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NEWS & EVENTS
Left to right: Sally Baker Lee, Louise Freshman Brown,
Martha Frye Baker, Tom Baker

BOARD OF TRUSTEES NEWS:

WELCOMES
& THANK YOUS
The Community Foundation,
led by Chairman Ryan Schwartz
and President Nina Waters,
welcomes George Egan and
Buddy Schulz to the Board of
Trustees. Egan is president and
CEO of Reinhold Corporation
and Schulz is a partner at
Holland & Knight LLP. Both will
serve a three-year term.

AWARDED 2019 ANN MCDONALD BAKER
ART VENTURES AWARD
Congratulations to visual artist and educator Louise Freshman Brown,
who received the 2019 Ann McDonald Baker Art Ventures Award in
January. A painter and mixed media artist, Freshman Brown’s work is
in more than 600 private, public and corporate collections, and has
been featured in museums and galleries in the United States and
Europe. She has taught aspiring artists at the University of North
Florida for more than 40 years. The Ann McDonald Baker Art Ventures
award, which includes a $10,000 unrestricted grant, recognizes
an artist whose work brings distinction to Northeast Florida, and is
named for the late Ann McDonald Baker, whose leadership helped
create and nurture numerous vital cultural gems in Jacksonville.

They were officially welcomed
at a recent dinner for all current
and past trustees where it was
announced that Martha Frye
Baker has been chosen as
chair-elect of the Board in
2019, in preparation for her
leadership in 2020.

Supporting
Neighborhoods

Building
Knowledge

Supporting
Leadership

George Egan
Janet Owens, Executive Director of LISC Jacksonville. ©becphotography

NEW FINANCIAL
OPPORTUNITY CENTER
OPENS IN JACKSONVILLE
Buddy Schulz

Those in attendance also thanked Peggy Bryan
and Paul Perez for their service as they rotated
off the board after three terms each.
Below left to right: Outgoing Trustee Peggy Bryan
with her husband, J.F. and Nina Waters.
Outgoing Trustee Paul Perez
with Nina Waters.

The air was cold but the feeling was warm as Jacksonville’s
much-anticipated first Financial Opportunity Center opened
at the corner of Kings Road and Tyler Street.
As part of our Neighborhoods work in the New Town Success Zone,
we made a grant to LISC Jacksonville to launch this effort, which
encourages local individuals and families to make long-term
commitments to increase their income, decrease their expenses
and acquire assets. The program itself, which is based on a highly
successful national model, has been underway temporarily at
Edward Waters College, but now LISC Jacksonville and its partners
(United Way of Northeast Florida, Lutheran Social Services of
Northeast Florida, Family Foundations of Northeast Florida and New
Town Success Zone/Edward Waters College) can call this ‘home’.

VETERANS’ VILLAGE
OF PALATKA
Thanks to hard work, community support and
a $40,000 grant from the Frank V. Oliver, Jr.
Endowment, Veterans’ Village of Palatka is on its
way! Executive Director Ramicah Johnson, center,
stands with Cecil Underwood, Jr., an Army veteran
who will live in the first of five homes being built
here. Just behind Mr. Underwood is Joyce Oliver,
the widow of Frank V. Oliver, Jr., who was on
hand as they named the road leading to
Veteran’s Village ‘F.V. Oliver Way.’
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NEWS & EVENTS (CONTINUED)

KEEPS THE FAITH
The Reverend Gabriel Abdullah was
a devoted son, a proud citizen of
Jacksonville, and a humble steward of
his family’s grocery business success.
But mostly, he was a man of faith who
led the Mount Olive Presbyterian
Church with a passion to preach the
Gospel on a wider scale. To support
his religious mission, Rev. Abdullah
established a private foundation, and
when he died at age 99, the foundation
was converted to an endowed fund
at The Community Foundation for
Northeast Florida.

The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida
welcomes the Weaver Philanthropic Initiative
Class of 2019. These emerging philanthropists
have begun their six month experience learning
about the needs and opportunity in our
community and how to find and refine their
personal charitable giving journey.
Back row left to right: Kendall Sisisky Valliere, Michael
Schmidt, Ashley Stein Wotiz, Matthew Wotiz, Autumn
Combs, Mandy Hudson, Ashton Hudson, John Baker
Front row: Courtney McGehee, Marion Lane, Willie
Lane, Susan Kelly, Ragu Murthy, Priyanka Murthy

THE ABDULLAH FAMILY ENDOWMENT

The Abdullah Family Endowment has
allowed the Reverend’s work to continue.

CLASS OF 2019

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY

“Uncle Gabe was very specific,”
remembers nephew Ken Soud.
“He said, ‘without faith, our country
is going to come to a screeching
halt. I want these funds used for
organizations to train people to
proclaim the Gospel’.”

Since the Abdullah Family Endowment’s
creation in 2014, it has made numerous
mission-based grants, including ten
scholarships for students to attend
Gordon-Conwell Seminary, with
campuses in Boston, Charlotte and
Jacksonville. The scholarship recipients
are grateful for the opportunity to
increase their knowledge and polish
their skills.
Reverend Gabriel Abdullah,
Legacy Founder

“I love studying, teaching and
preaching God’s Word. One thing I am
missing in my studies is a knowledge
of the biblical languages, and I know
that a Master of Divinity program at
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary
will greatly help to develop that,”
wrote one grateful recipient.
Soud and his family advisory group
note three benefits from converting
the family foundation to a fund at TCF:
“One, we relieved the family advisory
group of investment responsibility;
two, there is no tax accounting
responsibility for the family and
three, it limits the family’s liability
because the Foundation makes sure
we follow the rules.”

Every time a grant
check goes out our door,
we are fulfilling
Rev. Abdullah’s dream.
His purpose for these
assets is as clear as the day
he created his foundation,
and his advisors and
The Community Foundation

We were happy to help provide funding so the Cummer Museum of Art &
Gardens could open their doors wide on Monday, January 21, allowing everyone
to visit for free on Martin Luther King’s birthday. More than 1200 guests were
welcomed to the galleries and gardens. Other funders included JAX Chamber,
Jacksonville Electric Authority, and United Way of Northeast Florida.

WE WANT
TO HEAR
FROM YOU

are aligned to make
sure his intentions are
honored forever.
John Zell,
VP of Development at
The Community Foundation

For 55 years, our donors have been at the heart of The Community
Foundation. But like every great relationship, we can always learn
more about how to make our partnership more successful. That’s
why we’ve engaged The Center for Effective Philanthropy to survey
of a portion of our fundholders this spring. If you receive a survey
from CEP, please participate to your fullest ability—they assure us it will only take about 20 minutes
of your time. The data CEP collects will be aggregated, so your comments will not be identified.
And your feedback will be invaluable to us as we work to serve you even better in the future.
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STAFF
Janet Allen, Grants/ IT Associate
Erin Broderick, MBA,
Senior Finance Manager
Mariette Brodeur, J.D., Gift Planning Officer
Monica Brown, Program Assistant

A LETTER FROM OUR

Teri Calinao, Philanthropic Services Officer

PRESIDENT

Joanne Cohen, J.D., VP, Philanthropic Services
Amy Crane, Senior Program Director
Yan Cumper, CPA, Accounting Manager
Susan Datz Edelman, VP,
Strategic Communications
Emmanuel Fortune, M.A., Program Director
Amber Jubinsky, Accounting Manager
Mark LeMaire, M.A., Senior Program Director
Carol Nieves, Grants Manager
Sally Pettegrew,
Executive Assistant to the President
Grace Sacerdote, CPA
Executive Vice President & CFO
Kathleen Shaw, M.Ed., VP, Programs
Nina Waters, President
Latrice Wright, Administrative Assistant
John Zell, VP, Development

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Ryan A. Schwartz, Chairman
Martha Frye Baker, Chair-Elect
Dr. Solomon G. Brotman
The Honorable Brian Davis
Michael DuBow
Deborah Pass Durham

Because The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida exists in
perpetuity, being in existence for 55 years doesn't sound all that long.
As Florida's oldest community foundation, we have grown to serve the six
counties that comprise Northeast Florida as well as five counties to our
west through the Suwannee Valley Community Foundation, an affiliate fund
of our Foundation. And, as you now know, we just opened our first satellite
office in St. Augustine to better serve St. Augustine and Putnam County.
So, what might the next 55 years hold for us and the communities we
serve? Our Trustees and Staff will be keenly focused on that question over
the next eighteen months. We will begin by listening to the donors who
make our average annual grantmaking of $41 million possible (see page 6
of this newsletter for more on our upcoming donor survey).
Next, we will talk to the people who actually make the good work in our
community happen—staff and board members from our nonprofit sector.
We hope to better understand their views on the most pressing issues
for their clients and for their organizations. We will ask if and how our
Foundation has added value to their work and ways that we can be a better
partner in the future.
And finally, we will have deep conversations with our funding partners to
examine how we can better align our work with theirs to seek more effective
solutions to long-standing community issues.
We promise to share what we are learning along the way and, most
importantly, to apply what we are learning to improve our daily work of
stimulating philanthropy to build a better community.

George Egan
Barbara Harrell
Robert E. Hill Jr.

Nina Waters, President

Michael Meyers
Madeline Scales-Taylor
Buddy Schulz
Richard L. Sisisky

589

Julia Taylor
Dori Walton

FUNDS

Phone: (904) 356-4483
Fax: (904) 356-7910
Email: info@jaxcf.org

$384.2

MILLION IN ASSETS

MILLION
$47.2 GRANTS
IN 2018
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