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A report for donors, friends and the Northeast Florida community

CELEBRATING

Community foundations are an essential
component of philanthropy in the United
States, granting $6.5 BILLION each year and
managing $82 BILLION in charitable assets.

How much do YOU know
about Community Foundations?
WE’RE COMMUNITY
FUNDED…
Unlike private and
corporate foundations,
we rely on private
donors.

WE HELP DONORS…

WE PRIORITIZE IMPACT…

We’re experts in helping donors achieve their
philanthropic goals. Whether it’s through a
donor-advised fund, a donation of property, or an
unrestricted gift, we take a holistic approach to
helping you make a difference with your giving.

When you work with us, you’re not simply
managing a fund. You’re investing in
programs and organizations that are
tackling problems and making a difference.
…NOW AND IN THE FUTURE

…AND WE SERVE
COMMUNITIES
Unlike other public
charities, we make grants
to support nonprofits.

…AND NONPROFITS
Community isn’t just a part of our name. It’s central
to who we are and what we do. We are experts
in our communities—connecting donors with the
nonprofits that can help them transform lives.

HERE WE GROW AGAIN
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WE ARE DEEPENING OUR PRESENCE IN ST. AUGUSTINE!

Randy Pitts

Community foundations invest billions
each year in improving communities,
while also ensuring that our donors will
leave a legacy that will make a difference
for generations to come.
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St. Augustine

CONTINUING OUR WORK…
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5%

Animal Welfare – $22,743

Arts – $195,192

3%

IN ST. JOHNS
COUNTY &
ST. AUGUSTINE

23%

Seniors – $36,042
St. Johns County Council
on Aging

Religion – $114,500

More than $1.5 million in grants for St. Johns
County have come through The Community
Foundation for Northeast Florida in just the
last seven years. In partnership with our many
donors, we have supported more than 40
St. Augustine-area nonprofit agencies
that serve a wide range of missions.

Education – $170,818
The ARC of the St Johns
First Coast Technical Institute
Florida School for the Deaf & the Blind
St. Joseph Academy

Compassionate St. Augustine Fort Mose
Historical Society
Memorial Presbyterian Church
St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office Four
Star Association
St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office

DEEP
RO TS

Florida Wildlife Federation
Safe Pet Rescue, Inc.

Flagler College
Friends of the St. Augustine Amphitheatre, Inc.
North Shores Improvement Association, Inc.
St. Augustine Art Association
St. Augustine Film Society
St. Augustine Music Festival
St. Johns County Cultural Council
The Cyprian Society for the Expressive Arts
Women’s Exchange of St. Augustine

Tolerance/Community
Building – $105,600

13%

10%

Environment – $7,000
Friends of the A1A Scenic & Historic Coastal Byway

3%

Cathedral Basilica St. Augustine

History – $37,300

8%

Saint Augustine Jewish
Historical Society
St. Augustine
Historical Society
St. Augustine
Lighthouse &
Museum

Family/Human Services – $602,664
Betty Griffin House
Alpha Omega Miracle Home
Catholic Charities Bureau, St. Augustine
Florida National Guard Foundation
Home Again St. Johns
Kids Bridge
St. Augustine Society/St. Francis House
St. Johns County Welfare Federation
United Against Poverty

3%

Health Care – $206,443
10%

23%

American Cancer Society, Central
Florida Unit
Flagler Health Care Foundation
Good Samaritan Health
Centers (Wildflower Health)
St. Augustine Family YMCA

A FUND DEVOTED
TO ART IN
ST. AUGUSTINE:

Dr. JoAnn
Crisp-Ellert
St. Augustine resident Dr. JoAnn Crisp-Ellert was
well-known for her academic and artistic pursuits
in promoting visual art throughout her lifetime.
She exhibited nationally and internationally in
both group and solo shows, and is represented
in numerous private and public collections.
To honor her artistic legacy, her husband, Dr. Robert
Ellert, established the Dr. JoAnn Crisp-Ellert Fund at
The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida.
The Fund’s purpose is to promote visual art
appreciation and visual art education in St.
Augustine. Since it began making grants in 2009, the
Dr. JoAnn Crisp-Ellert Fund has supported numerous
artistic endeavors in St. Augustine, including exhibits
at the Crisp Ellert Art Museum at Flagler College, an
artist-in-residence program at Flagler College, two
mosaic installations at the Vilano Beach Town Center
created with the students from The Florida School
for the Deaf and the Blind, restoration of artworks,
special program events, capital improvements
at The Lightner Museum and many others.
The Dr. JoAnn Crisp-Ellert Fund has
awarded more than $375,000
in grants.

ST. JOHNS COUNTY
ART VENTURES ARTISTS 2018
St. Johns County residents Manila Clough, Jovita
Harper and Laura Mongiovi received 2018
Art Ventures Fund grants. See them and eight
other Art Ventures grantees on pages 6-7.

SPOTLIGHT:

ST. JOHNS VOLUNTEERS!

Featured in the photos are Carol Saviak, SJV volunteer “matchmaker”
Padma Sikaria, and Martha Welty, who was a prospective volunteer
at the time the photos were taken. Martha became a volunteer at
St. Francis House. Photo credit: Tammy Harrow
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When a small group of committed organizers wanted to connect
St. Johns County nonprofit agencies with willing retirees, recently
arrived residents and others with a desire to give back, they
approached The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida
about a partnership. St. Johns Volunteers! had already rallied the
community to their cause and built an impressive coalition of
community stakeholders. And, although these early leaders had
laid the vital groundwork to establish themselves as nonprofit,
they still needed to build a marketing strategy, establish an
interactive website, and secure office space. Carol Saviak, a
respected local leader, was hired to lead St. Johns Volunteers!

The Community Foundation provided critical early resources
which helped facilitate the launch of St. Johns Volunteers!

– Carol Saviak, St. Johns Volunteers! executive director

“We now operate an online volunteer-matching website
showcasing a wide array of local volunteer opportunities and a
physical volunteer center in St. Augustine. We are tremendously
thankful for the investment by The Community Foundation in
our work to connect local talent with local needs in our
community,” noted Saviak.

After engaging with TCF Program Director Mark
LeMaire, the St. Johns Volunteers! leadership
received a $20,000 challenge grant in 2016 to
help the organization grow. For every $1 the organization raised,
The Community Foundation would match it 1:1. The group
exceeded the match, raising enough money to further establish
itself with its targeted constituencies. Since those early days,
and with support from Flagler Hospital, other funders and The
Community Foundation, St. Johns Volunteers! has opened a
Volunteer Center at One News Place, established a strong
interactive website (www.stjohnsvolunteers.org), and become
an important resource in St. Johns County.
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COMMUNITY FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS:
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PRIVATE FAMILY FOUNDATION CONVERSION
SPOTLIGHT:

We are so honored to be
a part of the next chapter
in the Landwirth family
philanthropy. Henri was
a hero in so many ways,
and his charitable legacy
in creating Give Kids
the World Village and
Dignity U Wear cannot be
underestimated. We look
forward to this partnership
with the Landwirth family
to continue his work
in perpetuity.

– Nina Waters, president,
The Community Foundation

Henri Landwirth (1927-2018):
His Legacy Continues
The family of the late philanthropist Henri Landwirth,
a Holocaust survivor who created Give Kids The World and
Dignity U Wear, is honoring him by establishing endowments
at The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida and in
Asheville, NC. The endowments are the result of converting the private Fanny Landwirth
Foundation, which was established in 1982 by Henri Landwirth in memory of his mother,
who was killed in the Holocaust. The Fanny Landwirth Foundation has contributed more
than $10 million in the past 35 years to numerous nonprofit organizations.
Now the remarkable legacy of the Landwirth family starts a new chapter, one that will
continue making grants in Northeast Florida and Western North Carolina, but with the
streamlined administrative requirements and simplified grantmaking activities that
accompany an endowed fund at a community foundation rather than a private foundation.
The Henri Landwirth Family Endowed Fund will continue to focus on safety-net services;
Jewish causes; Holocaust remembrance and awareness program; efforts to reduce prejudice,
bigotry, and hate; programs addressing elder care; and programs that provide comfort,
solace, joy and respite to individuals with disabilities, serious, chronic or life-threatening
illnesses and their families.

FOCUS ON:
PLANNED GIVING

Meet
Mariette
Brodeur, J.D.
The newest member of The Community Foundation’s
development team is Mariette Brodeur, Gift Planning Officer.
In conjunction with Vice President John Zell, Mariette is helping
to lead The Community Foundation’s four Professional Advisory
Councils (Downtown, Beaches, St. Augustine and Amelia Island.)
The regular convening of leading attorneys, CPAs, investment
advisors and other financial professionals to share knowledge
and make connections is a valuable resource for all involved.
Mariette will also provide gift planning services for donors
and prospective donors.
Mariette has 25 years of experience providing legal counsel and
policy advice in the areas of healthcare, human services and
public health. To reach Mariette or John, call (904) 356-4483
or email mbrodeur@jaxcf.org or jzell@jaxcf.org.
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A GREAT OPTION:

IRA ROLLOVER
If you are looking for a charitable giving option that
also satisfies the required minimum distribution from
your IRA, look no further: The Community Foundation
for Northeast Florida may have the solution.
Thanks to Congress’ making the IRA Charitable
Rollover permanent, you may donate up to $100,000
of your required minimum distribution directly to
nonprofit institutions, including The Community
Foundation for Northeast Florida, and avoid having
this amount treated as income.
All fund types here at The Community Foundation —
except Donor-Advised funds — are options. You may
make your contribution to a Field of Interest Fund
(we have several or you can establish one of your
choosing with a gift of $50,000), a Discretionary
Unrestricted Fund, a designated Agency Endowment
Fund, a Giving Circle or a Scholarship/Award Fund.
To learn more about our different funds, call our
Donor Services Department at (904) 356-4483 or
www.jaxcf.org/types-of-funds.

THE DELORES BARR WEAVER FUND:

FROM DISABILITY TO DIFFERENCE:
CONNECTABLE
The idea for Connectable began when
Delores Barr Weaver attended an event
showcasing the remarkable stories of
local individuals with IDD’s – traditionally
defined as ‘intellectual and
developmental disabilities.’ She was
moved to change the conversation so
that people with IDDs are valued for their
abilities, such as hard work, friendship
and acceptance of others. She wanted
others to understand IDD’s as intellectual
and developmental differences.
“They are ‘able’ in so many ways — they
are employable, valuable, dependable,
respectable, admirable, etc.,” Weaver
said. “We were convinced that if

It’s That
Time of
Year –
AGAIN!

people in the ‘typical’ community
were connected with those who are
differently-abled, they’d learn that too.”
Through her fund at The Community
Foundation, she encouraged The
Community Foundation to collaborate
with local nonprofit leaders in the IDD
community to do research and gain key
insights. Daigle Creative developed
branding and an outreach program
designed to build awareness about the
abilities of people with IDDs and to
encourage more authentic connections
between this community and the
Northeast Florida community at large.
This is how Connectable was born.

As we approach the end of 2018, it’s time to think
about possible end-of-year charitable contributions
that may advance your philanthropic and financial
goals. With the passage of the Tax Act of 2017, your
situation may have changed, so be sure to consult with
your financial advisor regarding your options. If The
Community Foundation can be helpful in terms of
opening or adding to your fund, we’ll be glad to help.
One thing to consider immediately is any special
assets you may want to contribute to a fund at

This is not about being nice or
polite. It’s about understanding that
a person who is differently-abled
can be a friend, a co-worker or a
member of the team. Making the
connection is the first step.

– Delores Barr Weaver

Go to www.connectablejax.com to
meet some of the remarkable people in
the IDD community, and Take the
Pledge to become more connected to
people with IDD’s.

The Community Foundation. In addition to traditional
contributions (cash, shares of appreciated public stock
or bonds, etc.), we can often accept a variety of
special assets: real estate, mutual funds, share of
closely-held or restricted stock, IRAs and retirement
accounts, and certain tangible personal property. But
converting these assets to charitable contributions
may take some time, so please call John Zell, VP
Development or Grace Sacerdote, CPA, EVP & Chief
Financial Officer at (904) 356-4483 to discuss.
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Meet Our 2018
Art Ventures
Grant Recipients
Congratulations to the eleven Northeast
Florida artists who each received a $3,500
Art Ventures grant. Special thanks to The Baker
Family Fund for expanding this year’s grant
pool! The artists and their work (left to right)
are: Visual Artist Sarah Crooks, Textile Artist
Jovita Harper, Sculptor Ben Thompson, Textile
Artist Laura Mongiovi, Visual Artist Christopher
Clark, Mosaic Artist Manila Cough, Singer/
Songwriter Jordan Poole, Photographer Ingrid
Damiani, Visual Artist Thony Aiuppy, Visual Artist
Elena Ohlander, and Photographer Agnes Lopez.
For more information on Art Ventures,
go to www.jaxcf.org/the-arts.

WPI ALUMNI
NETWORK

THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION’S

2018 GIVING CIRCLE HIGHLIGHTS

» A record 473 WGA members made
a collective $543,000 in grants

» Completed third full year
of grantmaking

» First grants to Breaking the
Cycle of Female Poverty:
Intervention and Prevention

» Total of 29 grants of
nearly $675,000 to 18
Beaches-area organizations

» WGA has surpassed $6 million in
total grantmaking since inception

» BCF will continue to
focus on Early Learning,
Nonprofit Capacity,
Affordable Quality of Life
issues and Out of School
Supports and Enrichment
for Beaches citizens

» WGA’s 2019 grantmaking cycle
will move to align with grantees’
fiscal year
» Mary Pietan, a WGA Founding
Member and a Legacy Member,
takes over as President of WGA
on Nov. 1. She succeeds Ellen Wiss,
who served 2017-2018.
WANT TO KNOW MORE?
www.wganefl.org or contact Joanne
Cohen at jcohen@jaxcf.org
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WANT TO KNOW MORE?
www.jaxcf.org/beachescommunity-fund
or contact Joanne Cohen
at jcohen@jaxcf.org

There are more than 80 alumni of The
Community Foundation’s Weaver
Philanthropic Initiative—our program
designed to nurture emerging
philanthropists. Recently, they got together
to share memories and update their
contemporaries on their latest endeavors.
Representatives from every WPI class
participated, sharing lessons learned along
their philanthropic journeys and connecting
on challenges and triumphs experienced
along the way. Special thanks to Richard
and Kimberly Sisisky for hosting the event.

» Just celebrated five years
of grantmaking, totaling more
than $800,000
» Completed a strategic
planning process
» Moving from a Giving Circle to a
Field of Interest fund, with grant
decisions to be made by an
Advisory Board
» Delores Barr Weaver and the
Chartrand family have established
a $1 Million LGBTQ Community
Fund Endowment
» Launched a Legacy Program to
ensure fund in perpetuity
WANT TO KNOW MORE?
www.jaxcf.org/lgbtq or contact
Nina Waters at nwaters@jaxcf.org

HOPE & HISTORY:

LEARNING FROM OUR PAST TO
LEAD INTO OUR FUTURE
More evidence of neighborhoods working to Paint a New Picture:
The Eastside Community Coalition, Eastside Brotherhood, UNF Center for
Urban Education and Policy, and a host of other stakeholders recently dedicated
the Hope & History mural in front of a crowd of about 200 people. Speakers
included Rodney Hurst, Rudy Jamison of UNF, Suzanne Pickett of the ECC,
Nicole Holderbaum (lead mural artist), and several students who participated
in the UNF program and advised and helped to paint the mural. A grant from
our Supporting Neighborhoods initiative helped with this project.

Dan Foley ’17, Alex Guyda and Matt Kane ’10
enjoyed the WPI Alumni event.
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STAFF
A LETTER FROM OUR

Janet Allen, Grants/ IT Associate

CHAIRMAN

Erin Broderick, MBA,
Senior Finance Manager
Mariette Brodeur, J.D., Gift Planning Officer

Recently, you may have heard questions
raised about Donor Advised Funds (DAFs),
which are a key charitable giving vehicle for
many community foundations, including ours.

Monica Brown, Program Assistant
Teri Calinao, Philanthropic Services Officer
Joanne Cohen, J.D., VP, Philanthropic Services
Amy Crane, Senior Program Director
Yan Cumper, CPA, Accounting Manager
Susan Datz Edelman, VP,
Strategic Communications
Christina Fleck,
Executive Assistant to the President
Emmanuel Fortune, M.A., Program Director
Amber Jubinsky, Accounting Manager
Mark LeMaire, M.A., Program Director
Carol Nieves, Grants Manager
Grace Sacerdote, CPA
Executive Vice President & CFO
Kathleen Shaw, M.Ed., VP, Programs
Nina Waters, President
Latrice Wright, Administrative Assistant
John Zell, VP, Development

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Ryan A. Schwartz, Chairman
Martha Frye Baker
Dr. Solomon G. Brotman
Peggy Bryan
The Honorable Brian Davis
Michael DuBow
Deborah Pass Durham
Barbara Harrell
Robert E. Hill Jr.

DAFs are the entrée to giving for most donors before they establish more
complex vehicles like endowments, designated funds, bequests, etc. As a
kind of “charitable checkbook,” a DAF can begin with a single initial gift to
TCF of $10,000 or more. An online portal lets you to recommend grants to any
nonprofit organization from your fund 24/7, but we’re happy to take requests
through email, fax or U.S. mail. Checks are mailed directly to grantees within
7-10 days and you receive a copy of the letter to the organization noting your
gift and its intended use. You may add to your DAF at any time, and you’ll
receive quarterly statements detailing your gifts and grants.
Most of the questions have arisen in connection with the meteoric rise
in DAFs at commercial gift funds, like Fidelity, Schwab and Vanguard.
Critics say the lack of a payout requirement means fundholders can ‘park’
their charitable gifts indefinitely, and still receive a tax deduction. Some
have suggested that DAFs should have a 5% annual payout, like private
foundations. At community foundations nationwide, 2017’s median payout
was 13%. Here at The Community Foundation, our DAF payout rate was
16% last year, proving these funds are being immediately reinvested in our
community while still allowing donors to accumulate funds for larger gifts to
support capital campaigns and other commitments.
Why is this so meaningful? We think our donors see their DAFs as a
philanthropic partnership. They want to recommend grants to nonprofits
that will improve our community, and as their grantmaking grows, they’re
inspired to expand their grantmaking. And because we request 1% of any
new or additional gift to be added to our Community Endowment Fund, we
compound our donors’ community impact with discretionary grantmaking.
As Trustees, we believe strongly in stimulating philanthropy. DAFs are a
perfect way to begin to achieve this goal. If you’d like to know more about
DAFs, please feel free to reach out to any Trustee or to members of our
development team at 356-4483.

Michael Meyers

Kindest regards,

Paul I. Perez

Ryan A. Schwartz, Chairman

Madeline Scales-Taylor
Richard L. Sisisky
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Julia Taylor
Dori Walton

FUNDS

Phone: (904) 356-4483
Fax: (904) 356-7910
Email: info@jaxcf.org

$398

MILLION IN ASSETS

MILLION
$40.5 GRANTS
IN 2017
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