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A report for donors, friends and the Northeast Florida community

GIVING FORWARD

Seated (left to right): Ted Rueger, Lauren Rueger, Josh Bryan, Annie Bryan, Susannah Williams, Buck Williams. Standing (left to right):
Melanie Setzer, Ted Stein, Ronnie King, Imani Hope, Alexis Kane, Pat Kilbane, Benham Bishop, Michael Miller, Darryl Willie.

#nextgendonors

Tomorrow’s Philanthropic Leaders
Who are the philanthropic leaders of tomorrow? And how do we help the next generation
of active philanthropists fulfill their potential?
Nurturing philanthropists is an important part of what we do. In January, we initiated the
2015 class of the Weaver Philanthropic Initiative—15 young men and women eager to
learn about strategic giving and civic leadership over the next several months. Ultimately,
these aspiring philanthropists will have a strong understanding of their own philanthropic
leadership style, as well as an enlightened look at the grantmaking opportunities in our
area. They will each design and award a grant in an area of their choice.
A tremendous transfer of wealth is now underway between generations—more than $23
billion in Northeast Florida alone is expected by 2020 – and next generation philanthropy
needs to be dinner table conversation in many more homes. Joanne Cohen, The
Community Foundation’s vice president for philanthropic services, is increasingly asked by
donors, “Do you have any ideas about how I can talk to my young adult children about
philanthropy?”
The Community Foundation can assist this family conversation.
In May, we are hosting Sharna Goldseker, a leading authority
on philanthropy across the generations, in Jacksonville. Sharna
leads 21/64 (www.2164.net ), a nonprofit consulting practice that
specializes in next generation and multigenerational engagement
in philanthropy. Interested in learning more about generational
philanthropy or an opportunity to meet with Sharna? Contact
Joanne Cohen at jcohen@jaxcf.org.
Sharna Goldseker
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2014 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
STIMULATE PHILANTHROPY
Grew to 445 Funds with total
assets of more than $312 million

Launched new giving circle:
LGBT Community Fund for
Northeast Florida

BUILD A BETTER COMMUNITY

BUILD A BETTER FOUNDATION

Awarded $53 million in grants,
including the largest grant
ever ($15MM) to Duval County
Schools (from the QEA fund)

Launched new website
www.jaxcf.org

Began grantmaking in Putnam
County from the Frank V.Oliver
Fund.
Published 2013 Impact Report
to highlight discretionary/
unrestricted grants

LGBT

CO MMUNIT Y FU N D
FO R NO R THEAS T F LOR I DA

Accepted the home of J. Wayne
& Delores Barr Weaver

Nearly everyone in Jacksonville knows Nat Glover. He was born here, played football at
New Stanton High School and Edward Waters College, and was the first African American
elected sheriff in Florida since the end of Reconstruction. Today, he is the president of
Edward Waters College, and credited with the restoration of trust and faith in the nearly
150-year old institution.
What you might not know about is his quiet philanthropy. When he was elected sheriff in
2005, he used his JSO pension to establish an endowed scholarship fund for financially
needy students. For 20 years, it has helped students who otherwise might not be able
to attend college for financial reasons, and who have ‘academic promise and potential
for leadership.’ They must maintain a 2.5 average. Students are chosen by an independent
scholarship committee.

“At the end of the day, we want to make sure they graduate,” he went on. “We need to invest in them now instead of
pay for them later. If they graduate, they’ll be contributing to our society in a civic way, and we get a whole different
benefit vs. what happens when they are unemployed, not paying taxes, etc.”

Awarded Prize for Civic
Engagement to William E. Scheu

Met or exceeded all strategic
plan goals (2012-2014)

Meet Jasmine and Spencer

Completed search for a new
Investment Consultant

Jasmine Bouie is from Orlando—the first in her family to graduate from high school and attend college. A freshman
studying criminal justice, Jasmine says she loves Edward Waters College. When asked about the Glover scholarship, she
says softly, “I’m truly thankful and grateful.”
Spencer Smith is at the other end of the college experience—he will graduate in
May. He arrived from Dothan, Alabama on a golf scholarship and has pursued a
degree in business administration, with internships at CSX and JEA along the way. He
has a personal relationship with President Glover and credits the Glover Scholarship
with allowing him to complete his studies, and hopes to “represent Edward Waters
College to the best of my abilities.”
Vice President of Institutional Advancement Wanda Willis says Jasmine and Spencer
are like two bookends of the college experiences—Jasmine is in the early days of
her education, while Spencer has taken advantage of all the many opportunities that
EWC and Jacksonville could offer. Yet in both cases, “the Nat Glover Scholarship was
able to help them get there.”
President Glover would like to see more donors step forward to help students
like Jasmine and Spencer. If given the opportunity, Jasmine says she would ask
a potential scholarship donor to give for one simple reason: “because kids are
the future.”

Page 2 | Winter 2015

Nat Glover

“My kids—96% of them are on financial aid,” Glover says. “If they need money to graduate, I have to go ask for more,
and it’s hard. It’s one thing to raise money to build a building with someone’s name on it; it’s another thing altogether to
ask for unrestricted scholarship dollars.”

$332 million in grants awarded
since inception

Completed 10-Year Quality
Education for All Initiative

Showcased the work of TCF for
our 50th Anniversary

Retired Jacksonville Sheriff Nat Glover embodies the passion that donors can bring to
charitable giving. Twenty years ago, he made the bold decision to establish a scholarship
fund for financially needy students to attend local colleges and universities.

But Sheriff Glover is relentless in his pursuit for more scholarship dollars for Edward Waters College. You might say he is
now Solicitor-In-Chief – using every opportunity to encourage others to step up and support students.

Re-introduced 215 members of
The Legacy Society who have
made/will make estate gifts to
The Community Foundation
Women’s Giving Alliance
membership reached record high
(335) with 30 legacy endowments

DONOR SPOTLIGHT: NAT GLOVER

Spencer Smith & Jasmine Bouie

Interested in contributing to the Sheriff Nat Glover Endowment Fund or perhaps establishing your own scholarship fund?
Please contact John Zell at jzell@jaxcf.org or (904) 356-4483.
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THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION’S IMPACT IN ST. JOHNS COUNTY
Ponte Vedra

St. Johns County is a vibrant part of Northeast Florida, and The Community Foundation is actively involved there. From
generous St. Augustine and Ponte Vedra Beach donors to important work happening in St. Augustine and surrounding
communities, The Community Foundation is making an impact. Last year, we made discretionary grants totaling more
than $110,000 in support of the arts, education and filling the gaps in human services, and our fundholders awarded
nearly $500,000 to St. Johns County agencies, schools, religious organizations and other nonprofits.

Fruit Cove

Palm Valley

Pie In The Sky

There’s a little organization doing big work in Hastings, a rural farming
community in southern St. Johns County. Pie in the Sky is ‘a grassroots
organization whose mission is to ‘help fill in the cracks.’ Most of their support
helps the area’s many migrant farmworkers.

Orangedale

“Hastings is a forgotten area,” executive director Malea Guiriba says matter-offactly. “We’re providing hope in a place that’s pretty hopeless.”

St. Augustine

St.Augustine Beach
2014 St. Johns County Discretionary Grantmaking

Much of our work in St. Augustine is thanks to the Dr. JoAnn Crisp-Ellert fund,
which supports visual art appreciation and visual art education. In 2014, the
Dr. JoAnn Crisp-Ellert Fund awarded more than $68,000, including a grant to
the Women’s Exchange of St. Augustine, Inc. to restore eight 19th century oil
paintings at the Peña-Peck house. The paintings’ restoration will be completed
by the time St. Augustine celebrates its 450th anniversary this fall.

Elkton

Margo Pope, Women’s Exchange History
Committee chair, believes that Dr. Crisp-Ellert
would have been pleased with the work her fund
has supported. “…She was a frequent visitor for
our luncheon series and when she had friends
from Washington, D.C. and other places they had
lived, she always brought them to the Peña-Peck
House.”

BEFORE

For more information, go to penapeckhouse.com

Portrait of a Woman (unsigned)
RESTORATION PROCESS
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This fall, St. Augustine, the nation’s oldest city, will mark the 450th anniversary
of its founding. Numerous activities and events will take place, and The
Community Foundation is proudly sponsoring one of its most ambitious
projects: Obelisk Art 450 through a grant from the Dr. JoAnn Crisp-Ellert
Fund. An initiative of Compassionate St. Augustine, Obelisk Art 450 is a
Half size obelisks ready for delivery
temporary international public art exhibit which will feature 25 8.5’ tall obelisks
to schools
that have been artistically interpreted by 25 renowned artists. The obelisks
are replicas of the Monumento a la Constitución on the St. Augustine Plaza de la Constitución, and will be unveiled in
September at the Crisp-Ellert Art Museum at Flagler College, and later placed strategically around the city to create a
“Tour of Compassion.”

While the Obelisk Art 450 project will be on display for the 3.5 million expected visitors to St. Augustine during the
anniversary, certain aspects are being enjoyed now. Students in 22 area schools are creating their own version of
the obelisks for a project called, ‘Compassion through the Eyes of Children.’ Half size obelisks were constructed and
delivered to spark conversation and artistic expression around equality, freedom, human rights and compassion.

Bring Art Back to Life

Hastings

Obelisk Art 450 Project

“When the Obelisk Art 450 Project received the grant from the Dr. JoAnn Crisp-Ellert Fund, it got immediate attention
from the community,” said Caren Goldman, Executive Director, Compassionate St. Augustine. “We were able to elevate
our fundraising efforts in part because of the degree of respect and credibility that a grant from The Community Foundation
confers upon a project.”

Pie in the Sky provides hope by rounding up clean, dry socks for a ‘Cold Feet
Don’t Care’ effort, hosting ‘From the Heart” farmworker celebration, running a
mobile ‘Farm to Family’ farmer’s market truck to serve St. Johns County’s food
deserts, and oh yes, selling pies made with local produce to help underwrite
support services for fellow citizens.
The Community Foundation gave Pie In the Sky a Presidential Grant in 2014 to
help with marketing expenses to reach potential clients and possible donors.
Checkout their Facebook page (Pie In the Sky, Growing Hope in Hastings,
Florida) to see the tangible results of their efforts.

Rallying Behind Compassion

AFTER
Battle Scene (unsigned)
BEFORE AND AFTER

• $3,500 Lisa O’Neil: to to create a large historical painting depicting the first Catholic Mass performed in the New
World
• $10,000 St.Augustine Art Association: to for the sponsorship of St. Augustine’s 90th Anniversary Gala Galleon,
announcing the kick-off for the sculpture garden campaign
• $15,000 Flagler College: to support artist talks related to exhibitions and expenses related to the symposium for
the “Re-Riding History,” for the City of St. Augustine 450th Anniversary
• $30,000 St. Augustine Initiative for Compassion: to support the Obelish 450 Project, and to sponsor the creation
of one public artwork
• $9,875 Woman’s Exchange of St. Augustine, Inc.: to fund the restoration and conservation of eight artworks that
will be displayed at the Pena Peck House
• $11,500 Very Special Arts Florida: to fund two semesters of the Hand ‘N Hand artist residency program in St.
Augustine schools for students with disabilities and support a corresponding public exhibition in an accessible
location
• $5,000 St. Augustine Film Society: to sponsor a series of socially relevant films that celebrate the fine art aspects
of film, and promote community engagement around the arts in St. Augustine
• $1,900 St. Johns County Cultural Council: for sponsorship of the new Art Galleries of St. Augustine brochure, for
use during the city’s 450 th celebration
• $10,000 St. Johns County Council on Aging: to help expand the Memory Enhancement Program for seniors and
caregivers St. John County
• $10,000 St. Johns Housing Partnership, Inc.: to provide full home and safety inspections/assessments to seniors
in 3 counties in partnership with the aging network.
• $5,000 St. Augustine Music Festival, Inc.: to expand audience accessiblity through live-streaming of performances
• $2,500 Pie in the Sky: in support of a Marketing and Communications Project Consultant to increase
communication efforts
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Missy continued, “My parents were very decent, hardworking people; they functioned as a team and never missed an
opportunity to remind us how blessed we all were. To see this process come together as a reflection of their life together
has inspired and humbled me.”

Professional Advisor Spotlight:

BILL MERRIAM, MERRILL LYNCH
At the end of the day—and particularly when considering
the end of a life—there is no substitute for honest
conversation. Bill Merriam, managing director of Merrill
Lynch-Wealth Management, knows the value of such
conversations and has them regularly with clients. And he’s
found that his clients respond positively to a clear-eyed
account of the options available to them for their estate.

Missy and her sister were part of the process as Eleanor made the decisions that would direct her
charitable giving after her death, which occurred in 2011. Eleanor chose to establish the Blanchart
Family Endowment Fund as a designated endowment, making a significant initial distribution to
both the HEAL Foundation and the Wounded Warrior Project, with ongoing disbursements to those
organizations plus L’Arche Harbor House.
Knowing that all the details are in place gives Eleanor’s family peace of mind.

“None of us is going to be here forever”, Bill says candidly.
“It’s important for you to consider now what will happen to
your money after you’re gone.”

Jean Coker

He sees it as an ongoing conversation, not a one-time
thing. And he notes that it is most successful—and
rewarding—when the whole family is involved.
“If we can say, “This is what your mom and dad want to
accomplish. They’ve taken care of themselves; they’ve taken
care of you. And they have some things they want to do that
they’re really excited about.” That’s when I start to see the
conversation really take off”
Bill often suggests that The Community Foundation for
Northeast Florida could be a partner for the family’s
philanthropy. By establishing a legacy fund, donors can
make their philanthropy as broad or as specific as they
choose, knowing that The Community Foundation will be
there to protect their wishes in perpetuity.
Bill likes TCF’s local focus and solid history of financial
strength. “The Community Foundation offers a strong
check and balance that will be there for my client in years
to come.”

Bill Merriam (center) with his team:
Rebekah Hodges, John Worsowicz,
Gail Spindle, Bonnie Rowand

One of Bill’s long-time clients was Captain Leonard
Blanchart and his wife Eleanor. When Eleanor was
widowed, she and Bill talked about what her legacy would
be. She wanted to help three specific organizations, so
Bill arranged a meeting with The Community Foundation.
John Zell, VP Development, helped establish a designated
endowment fund to benefit the HEAL Foundation,
Wounded Warrior Project and L’Arch Harbor House.
The gifts made through Eleanor Blanchart’s bequest
have already garnered benefits for the organizations they
support. And Bill says that’s the best part, “…seeing what
good it can do, which is what she wanted. She wanted to
change people’s lives in a meaningful way.”

“It made my mom feel good that there were no loose ends,” she concluded. “It was very important to her
that the money was invested well. It is an eternal gift, and that was very important to her. All in all, it
was a seamless journey.”

Giving HEAL a Helping Paw
The HEAL (Healing Every Autistic Life) Foundation, based
in Ponte Vedra Beach, serves individuals and families living
with Autism Spectrum Disorder. Eleanor Blanchard wanted
to help HEAL by establishing an Autism Service Dog
program—a highly desirable but expensive program HEAL
was not able to pursue before the grant.

Autism Service Dog program funded by the Blanchart gift.
They will work closely with Project Chance for 18 months
to ensure that the service dogs and the families bond
appropriately, and that the dogs have custom training
geared to address individual issues, providing a critical
element of calm and reassurance.

“Our first duty is to honor the wishes of the donor,”
says John Zell, VP Development for The Community
Foundation. “In this case, we helped structure a gift that
connects The HEAL Foundation to the work being done at
Project Chance, a Fernandina Beach-based nonprofit that
provides service dogs for children in Northeast Florida.”

New puppies have just arrived at Project Chance, and
soon they will be matched with families eager to have the
special assistance of these service animals.
Weed couldn’t be more grateful. “If I could, I would tell her
(Eleanor) that I know that I am the steward of her dream,
and I believe that she can somehow see all the lives she has
changed already and all the lives she will change.”

Eleanor Blanchart - Making Plans Together
It’s a big step--to single out a select few recipients for support in perpetuity. Eleanor
Blanchart worked with trusted family attorney Jean Coker (Jean C. Coker PA) and Merrill
Lynch’s Bill Merriam to bring her initial thoughts about the charitable aspects of her
estate into focus. Eleanor had an interest in helping families dealing with autism issues,
and when they began talking about possible beneficiaries, the HEAL (Helping Every
Autistic Life) Foundation surfaced as an opportunity to explore.
“This gift was a godsend,” says Leslie Weed, the founder
of the HEAL Foundation, of the $250,000 estate gift
from Eleanor Blanchart, which is backed by a $500,000
endowment.

Then, according to daughter Missy Pierce, Eleanor heard that some special service dogs
could be trained to help children with autism. That’s when the idea of a gift to help
provide dogs for families in need really began to take hold.
“My dad was a huge animal lover, and my mom thought this would be perfect,”
remembers Missy. “This would be a great reflection of both their desire to help people in
need and animals.”

Eleanor Blanchart

Already the inaugural class of English cream retriever
puppies has been placed with families as part of the HEAL

The Dogs of Project Chance

continued on next page
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RECORD TURNOUT
FOR DONORS FORUM

Welcome

NEW TRUSTEES

26 Jacksonville City Council candidates attended February’s Donors
Forum to hear how philanthropy can work in concert with government
and business to advance important work in our community. Guests
heard from Nina Waters, president of The Community Foundation,
Sherry Magill, president of Jessie Ball duPont Fund, Rena Coughlin,
president of Nonprofit Center of Northeast Florida, Martha Barrett,
vice president of Bank of America, and Laurie DuBow, philanthropist.

QEA: MODEST INVESTMENT BIG IMPACT
The Quality Education for All Fund is making several key
investments in Duval County as part of its 5-year, $50
million quest to narrow the achievement gap by improving
the caliber of teaching and leadership in disadvantaged
schools. But one of the smallest QEA grants is having an
outsized impact—one that is benefitting the entire school
system and capturing some national attention.
A $600,000 QEA grant went to The New Teacher
Project (TNTP), a national nonprofit that helps school
districts identify obstacles and provide solutions for
better teachers and teaching. TNTP audited the school
district’s human resource policies and practices, and
benchmarked them against national best practices. The
findings highlighted issues such as late hiring timelines,
and inefficient recruitment and selection processes for
teachers, particularly in low-income schools—issues the
district is now working to address.
“Working with TNTP on the QEA grant prompted so
much great conversation and analysis of the data, we
secured other grant dollars to have them assess our
readiness for the new higher academic standards,” noted
Superintendent Nikolai Vitti.

As a result, TNTP was able to help district officials develop
teacher and principal summer training institutes focused
on improving instructional quality in light of the demands
of the new standards. They have also continued to provide
guidance to the superintendent
and his team around a planned
reorganization of the district’s HR
department.
Dr. Vitti says the TNTP partnership is a great lens through
which to view the goal of improving human capital—
making sure each school has great teachers and great
leaders.
“We have become much more sophisticated in our
leadership development,” he continued, noting that TNTP
prompted the district to include principal supervisors
and regional superintendents for enhanced leadership
development strategies.
“When I look at our investments, this one has yielded
the highest return so far,” Dr. Vitti concluded. “Not only
has it produced a great dividend by winning other grants
(Rainwater, Florida Department of Education, etc.), but
it’s transformed the way we train and develop principals,
which impacts 8,000 of our teachers, who affect 125,000
students.”

The Community Foundation welcomed Dr. Sol Brotman and Robert Hill, Jr. to the Board of
Trustees for a three year term.
Dr. Brotman is a General Dentist in private practice, with longstanding community service
including as the founding chairman of OneJax , chairman of the Florida Board of Dentistry,
and has led HandsOn Jacksonville, Jewish Family and
Community Services, Mental Health Foundation of Jacksonville
Community Board, and the Jacksonville Lacrosse Club. He is a
recipient of the OneJax Silver Humanitarian Award as well as
the Bank of America Local Hero Award.
Mr. Hill is president and chief executive officer of Acosta Sales
& Marketing, a position he assumed in 2009 after 15 years in
leadership and executive positions there. Mr. Hill serves on
numerous industry-related boards and is chairman of the Board
of Directors of Baptist Health System, which encompasses six Northeast Florida hospitals,
a member of the Baptist Medical Center Downtown Board and a member of the Board of
Trustees of Jacksonville University. He is also a board member of the Jacksonville Chamber
of Commerce and serves as Chair of the Furman University Board of Trustees.
Dr. Sol Brotman

Farewell to

CINDY EDELMAN
The Community Foundation had to say goodbye to Cindy Edelman
(center) as she completed her third, four-year term on the Board of
Trustees. Current Board chairman Bill Brinton (left in photo) extolled
Cindy’s many contributions over the years including her leadership of the
Board of Trustees (2010-2011) and her tremendous contributions to the
Quality Education for All initiative. As a parting gift, the Board honored
Cindy by donating art books to the libraries of the 36 Quality Education
for All schools, complete with a bookplate created by artist Helen Mette.
The bookplate depicts Cindy reading to students. Nina Waters, president
of The Community Foundation, (picture, right) helped present the original
artwork to Cindy.

Bill Brinton Cindy Edelman Nina Waters

Remembering... Eleanor Gay 1919-2015

The relatively small but important investment in TNTP has
clearly influenced the school district, which is investing
additional dollars with the confidence that these strategies
can be effective. And the effort has also drawn notice from
other philanthropists, including the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation. After visiting the TNTP-led summer institutes
and reviewing Duval County teacher survey data, the
Gates Foundation has invested in mini-grants to support
similar work in a number of other counties in the state.
Eleanor Gay
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Robert E. HIll Jr.

The Community Foundation and Jacksonville lost a great friend and devoted civic leader
with the passing of Eleanor J. Gay earlier this year. Her life was a testimony to the good that
can be done when you put others first, and Eleanor did much of that while attached to The
Community Foundation, first as a member of our staff, and then later as a member of our
Board of Trustees form 2004 to 2012. Dubbed “Sunshine” by TCF’s John Zell, who said
the nickname was ‘indicative of her gentle spirit, sense of humor and ability to keep a sticky
situation from becoming overly unpleasant’, Eleanor was responsible for the Springfield
Neighborhood Initiative, a major effort on the part of the Foundation. She also envisioned
and led the first two classes of what is now the Weaver Philanthropic Initiative—an effort to
identify and nurture aspiring philanthropists.
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LOOKING BACK
2014 was a very special year in the life of The Community
Foundation. Our 50th anniversary provided a wonderful lens
through which were able to reflect on our history and give thanks
to the hundreds of donors who make our work so meaningful.
We celebrated together in November and used the occasion to
present The Prize for Civic Engagement to William E. (Bill) Scheu
for his tireless work to find solutions to our most pressing civic
problems. Congratulations, Bill!

Art Ventures turns 25!
A spark of an idea, fuel from a visionary force, and
the tireless work of people determined to see it
through—that’s the formula used to create the Art
Ventures Fund from a National Endowment of the Arts
grant in 1989. Twenty five years later, this fund at The
Community Foundation has awarded more than $1
million to nurture 150 area artists and numerous small
arts organizations—all of which have immeasurably
enriched our community in return.

Each year, The Community Foundation staff, leadership
and an anonymous panel of experienced artists, pore
over grant applications to select the most promising
ones. The recipients have included some of Northeast
Florida’s most well-known artists (some of whom credit
Art Ventures with helping them achieve success) but
also many who don’t garner headlines for their artistic
pursuits.
Courtenay Wilson and the late Ann Baker led the
charge to create the Art Ventures Fund, with strong
fund-raising assistance of then-chairman Bob Shircliff.
The concept of an unrestricted fund—one where
individual donors don’t have the ability to recommend
a recipient—was unfamiliar at the time, and it was an
uphill battle to raise the $400,000 necessary to secure
the challenge grant.

Ann Baker and Courtenay Wilson

The Art Ventures Fund supports individual artists
looking to elevate their work—whether it is visual,
performing, decorative, etc.–and it is also used to help
small arts organization become stronger and more
sustainable.

The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida
will be celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the Art
Ventures Fund with the community this fall. For
more information about the Art Ventures Fund, see
http://www.jaxcf.org/the-arts or contact Amy Crane
at acrane@jaxcf.org. For how to contribute to the Art
Venture fund, contact John Zell at jzell@jaxcf.org.

An artist says “Thank you”
Photographer Doug Eng received an Art Ventures Fund grant in 2010 to help him
produce a selection of prints from images he made of his family’s 60-year old Chinese
vegetable farm in North Jacksonville before it was destroyed. It became an exhibit
called On Fertile Ground, which has been exhibited multiple times, including a stint in the
Lufrano Intercultural Center for Peace on the UNF campus. Doug credits the Art Ventures
Fund grant with letting him get these images produced as a ‘permanent documentation
of a past time, one that should
be remembered as a building
block of our country.’ You can
see more of Doug’s work at
www.on-fertile-ground.com.

Doug Eng

“I am indebted to The Community Foundation for
recognizing the importance of strategic funding for art
projects which otherwise could never be completed. On
behalf of the hundreds of artists who have received an
Art Ventures grant, thank you”
Crates and Barrels
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FROM ON FERTILE GROUND COLLECTION

Doug Eng
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A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Throughout the pages of this newsletter,
you see examples of generous donors
giving forward – endowing the future
of our region. The Legacy Society at
The Community Foundation is made
up of 215 donors who established
endowed funds by donating current
assets or through planned gifts. These
Funds support a myriad of interests and
causes—from individual endowments
supporting programs or operating
expenses for non-profit agencies, to field
of interest or unrestricted endowments
that entrust The Community Foundation
with choosing the most deserving
recipients.
The Foundation is also fortunate to
administer unrestricted endowment
funds established by individual donors,
as well as the Community Endowment
Fund which grows annually through gifts
from donors with Donor Advised Funds
and other donors who wish to endow
the community. These unrestricted
endowment funds have funded our
long-term investments in strengthening
neighborhoods (through LISC, the
Local Initiative Support Corporation),
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non-profit capacity building (Nonprofit
Center of Northeast Florida) and public
education reform (Quality Education for
All initiative) as well as providing annual
grants to many non-profit organizations
throughout our region.
Whether your goals are specific or
broad, we can help you design a fund to
ensure that your philanthropic legacy will
continue to support what matters most to
you now and forever. Giving Back|Giving
Forward. The Community Foundation for
Northeast Florida is here to help you do
just that.

Nina Waters
President

$312

million in
assets

445
FUNDS

$53 million

2014 grants awarded

