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GIVING FORWARD
A report for donors, friends and the Northeast Florida community

CELEBRATING
1964 was a
memorable year
for Jacksonville:
Hurricane Dora
became the first
(and, so far, only!)
storm to hit our
community directly;
the newly-minted Beatles played in the
Gator Bowl for what turned out to be their
only Florida appearance; and The Greater
Jacksonville Area Community Foundation
was born.
Fifty years later, Hurricane Dora and The
Beatles are distant memories, but what
is now The Community Foundation for
Northeast Florida is strong and vibrant.
Our beginnings were modest—our first
major gift was $45,000 from the sale of the
Community Chest-United Fund building.

A magnet for

thoughtful

,

charitable giving.

50 Years OF GIVING
Today we are a thriving home for Northeast
Florida philanthropy, with assets of more
than $250 million, and hundreds of grants
made each year. It is gratifying that, over
five decades, what was once known as
“the community’s savings account”
has been transformed into a magnet for
thoughtful charitable giving, civic leadership
and donor-centric services.
You’ll be hearing a lot
about The Community
Foundation over the
next several months
as we celebrate this
remarkable milestone.
You’ll meet some of
our donors, and we’ll
introduce you to some of our grantees. You
will get a firsthand look at the transformative
power of thoughtful charitable giving.
And we’ll turn the spotlight on some
of the initiatives that have sparked real
change in our community. At 50 years old,
The Community Foundation is just getting
started, and we expect to continue helping
make Northeast Florida a better place to
live, forever.
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BEACHES DONORS
EXPLORE ISSUES
Stimulating philanthropy to build a better community is our primary goal. But
how do we do that? A great example is the work now underway in the greater
Beaches community, thanks to some incredibly dedicated volunteers who are
being supported by our donor services and program areas.
Tracey Westbrook and Martha Baker, both Foundation trustees, lead our Beaches
Advisory Council. Concerned that there were unique needs in the Beaches
community, Tracey and Martha assembled a group of potential donors who live
in the Beaches community to get their input as to where and how to explore
potential areas of interest. Then they worked with our programming team to:

DONORS
FORUM A
SUCCESS
Representatives of private, family,
independent and corporate foundations
across Northeast Florida, as well as large
Community Foundation fundholders,
met recently to discuss the state of
philanthropy in our area. “Let’s Talk”
was designed to connect foundations
with one another and to invite a robust
discussion around common themes.
The Donors Forum of Northeast Florida
meets regularly to explore issues among
foundations and major funders.
Pictured above, top to bottom: William Larson,
Barbara Harrell and Dan Rice; Kay Verble, Greg
Landwirth; David Williams.
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• Reach out individually to faith
leaders to learn more about how
the faith community views the
issues and needs at the beaches
• Survey 17 non profit
organizations to learn the types
of services and populations
served in the beaches
• Convene 19 non profit
organizations in a
community conversation

• Host a community conversation
with providers and donors to
further explore the opportunities
and challenges associated with
hunger and health
• Host a community meeting
in partnership with Christ
Church and R.L. Martin
Center with residents of the
Hill neighborhood to discuss
education and families

Over several months, we were able to develop a greater understanding
of the health and human service needs from Mayport to Guana State Park.
Then, our Donor Services area re-convened a targeted group of interested
donors and grantmakers to share what was discovered during the gathering of
this information. Program Director Mark LaMaire presented the major issues and
opportunities in three distinct areas: hunger, education and health. The funders
were then able to discuss ways to move forward, and how to engage around
particular challenges that were outlined. In our next newsletter, we’ll update the
results of those meetings, and the ways in which donors have already started to
make a difference.
To learn more about our work at the Beaches, please contact John Zell at
jzell@jaxcf.org or 904-356-4483.

Welcome OUR NEW TRUSTEES
The Honorable Brian J. Davis
Brian Davis was appointed as
United States District Court Judge
for the Middle District of Florida
by President Barack Obama on
December 26, 2013. Prior to his
appointment, he served as a state
Circuit Court Judge for nearly 20
years in Jacksonville and most
recently, Nassau County. In 2002,
The American Board of Trial Advocates named him
Judge of the Year. Previously, he was in private law
practice in both civil and criminal arenas. He was the
first African-American Chief Assistant in the State
Attorney’s Office in Jacksonville. Judge Davis has actively
volunteered with Leadership Jacksonville, NCCJ, Urban
League, NAACP, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Jacksonville
Community Council, Hubbard House, Help Center, PACE
Center for Girls, OneJax, the Jaguars Foundation, and
he chaired the Mayor’s Domestic Violence Task Force in
1999. He served on The Community Foundation’s Forum
for Quality Education, and is on the board of the
Jacksonville Public Education Fund.

Michael DuBow
Michael DuBow co-founded
HMS Sales and Marketing, a full
service company focused on the
pharmaceutical industry, in the
early 1990’s; he sold the company
to Ranbaxy Pharmaceuticals, India’s
largest pharmaceutical manufacturer,
in 2000. Mr. DuBow then went on
to design, plan and oversee the
construction of Ranbaxy’s North American distribution
center here in Jacksonville, where both he and his father
maintain offices, and provide guidance to Ranbaxy on
select projects. A native of Jacksonville, Michael has
served as president of the Jacksonville Jewish Center
and is currently its Chairman of the Board. He also is
a member of the Wolfson Children’s Hospital Board
and former board member of the MaliVai Washington
Youth Foundation, Jewish Community Foundation, and
Museum of Science and History (MOSH). As an involved
member of the DuBow Family Foundation Board, Michael
has been involved in a wide array of non-profit initiatives
and organizations in Northeast Florida.

Madeline Scales-Taylor
Madeline Scales-Taylor spent
nearly two decades leading the
community affairs efforts of Mayo
Clinic and its 5,000+ employees in
Jacksonville. Previously, she chaired
the Mayo Clinic in Florida human
resources function. An active
community volunteer, Madeline
is a past chair of the board of
directors for Leadership Jacksonville, Inc., United Way
of Northeast Florida, City Kids Art Factory, Jacksonville
Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Jacksonville
Human Rights Commission. She is on the Board of
Trustees of Bethune-Cookman University in Daytona
Beach, FL. Madeline graduated from Webster College
(Webster, MO) and completed postgraduate work at
Northeastern University (Boston, MA).

And a fond farewell and hearty thank you to
our Departing Trustees
• The Honorable Harvey E. Schlesinger, who joined The

Community Foundation Board of Trustees in 2001, and
served as Chairman of the Board in 2006 and 2007
• Dan Rice, who joined The Community Foundation Board

of Trustees in 2002, and served as Chairman of the Board
in 2008 and 2009
• Jim Van Vleck, who joined The Community Foundation

Board of Trustees in 2002 and chaired the finance
committee, governance committee and strategic
planning task force

Preliminary grant
applications now
available online
The Community Foundation for
Northeast Florida is accepting 2014
preliminary grant applications for Early
Childhood, Aging Adults and St. Augustine Visual Arts.
Please go to www.jaxcf.org to view the grant application
timeline and download the grant application.
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THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
AWARDS MORE THAN
FROM FIVE FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS

$250,000

The Arts • $47,842
The following grants to individual artists and small arts
organizations were recently made from the Art Ventures Fund,
Independent Life Minority Arts Award Fund, J. Shepard, Jr. and
Mary Ann Bryan Arts Endowment, Anne and Sallyn Pajcic
Art Ventures Endowment and Harold K. Smith Charitable Fund:
Jennifer Chase • $3,499 Duval County
To purchase equipment, fund collaborator fees and pre-production costs
for staging rock opera, “La Caroline,” in 2014 in celebration of the 450th
Anniversary of the founding of Fort Caroline.
Crystal Floyd • $3,500 Duval County
To invest in a state-of–the-art technology suite which would allow the artist to
expand her scope of work from personal sculptural assemblages into screen
printing, photography and video, and market her work to wider audiences.
Liz Gibson • $3,500 Duval County
To purchase video production equipment in order to document performance
art pieces to reach broader audiences and professionalize work samples for
future proposals.
Jamal Jones • $3,500 Duval County
To purchase sound equipment and invest in marketing to improve the
artist’s ability to present community events preserving and advancing
hip hop and folk traditions.
Lily Kuonen • $3,500 Duval County
To fund the creation of a body of work, including studio rental and
documentation of a first solo exhibition at the Crisp-Ellert Museum in
St. Augustine in May 2014.
Denise Murphy • $3,500 Nassau County
To attend classes with a master glass artisan and purchase sandblasting
equipment for new finishing techniques.
Theresa Segal • $3,343 St. Johns County
To cover the costs associated with printing and framing photographic works
taken in archival storage areas of the Lightner Museum in St. Augustine for
use in a collaborative exhibition between the artist and the Museum, to be
called, “Hidden Lightner.”
Kathy Stark • $3,500 Duval County
To fund the completion of sketchbooks and fine art prints as part of the exhibit,
“The Wilderness of North Florida Parks,” which will include approximately 15
large-scale watercolors.
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Thanks to the generosity
and vision of our donors,
2013 has been another

strong year.
Nina Waters

These small arts organizations have
been selected for an educational
program focused on helping them
build organizational capacity:
Art League of Jacksonville Duval County
Fernandina Little Theatre Nassau County
First Coast Opera St. Johns County
Friday Musicale Duval County
Opera Jacksonville Duval County
Riverside Fine Arts Duval County
The following grants were recently
made from the Dr. JoAnn Crisp-Ellert
Art Appreciation Fund:
The St. Augustine Lighthouse and
Museum • $10,000 St. Augustine
To provide funds for materials for the
Lighthouse Archeological Maritime
Program (LAMP) to complete two
historic vessels, as well as exhibition
signage and display materials.
Flagler College Crisp-Ellert Art Museum
$10,000 St. Augustine
To support The St. Augustine Folk Art
Project, an exhibition of Southern AfricanAmerican folk art by both well-known and
self-taught artists. Grant funds will hire a
project assistant as well as a videographer
who will record oral histories.

Local nonprofits supporting seniors, veterans and young children, as well as area artists
and arts organizations, will benefit from more than $250,000 in grants recently awarded
by The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida.
“Thanks to the generosity and vision of our donors, 2013 has been another strong year
for our discretionary grantmaking in a variety of areas,” noted Nina Waters, president of
The Community Foundation. “We’re delighted to fulfill our donor’s intentions through
these worthy investments.”
The Community Foundation’s Field of Interest Funds enable donors to focus their
giving in a particular area, such as Aging Adults, the Arts, Veterans and Early Childhood.

Aging Adults • $37,831
The following grants were recently made from the Grace H. Osborn
Endowment and the I.R. Bowen and Katherine H. Bowen Fund:
$2,500 to Community Hospice to help support the
expansion of two Caregiver Workshops in the northwest
quadrant of Jacksonville. In 2012, the Caregiver Coalition sponsored six
caregiver workshops and the annual Caregiver Expo, reaching more
than 1,000 people.
1,500 to Hart Felt Ministries to provide Christmas Stockings to 150 frail
seniors who are active Hart Felt clients as well as those on the waiting list.
Volunteers will be used to shop for the clients and deliver the stockings.
Hart Felt has delivered 300 stockings over the last three years.
$2,500 to Lend an Ear Outreach, Inc. to provide hearing aids to seniors with
limited or no means to pay. Lend an Ear Outreach assists seniors by working
with a qualified audiologist to provide a hearing exam, education, and re-cast
and refurbish unused hearing aids.
$2,500 to OSHER Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at UNF to fund the
purchase of audio equipment to help assist older student learners in the
classroom. The project will serve OLLI members with age-related hearing loss.
$2,500 to Senior Life Foundation, Inc. to support the “Saving Our Seniors
Energy” program. The program will repair or replace broken appliances and
fixtures to lower energy consumption and utility bills for low-income Duval
County seniors.
Earlier in the year, The Community Foundation provided a grant of $26,331
to The Nonprofit Center of Northeast Florida to build a Senior Services
Coordination Map. This online platform will:

• Map and catalogue services in the five counties of Northeast Florida that are
available to seniors, older residents, their caregivers and dependents

• Use existing coalitions, including the Senior Roundtable, to establish mapping
needs and map development

• Train users to manage and take full advantage of the map and resulting
collaborative network, and hand off the resulting map to the appropriate
permanent entity
TCF also supports The Senior Roundtable by providing professional
facilitations. This collaboration of senior serving organizations was formed
in 2008, and has continued to be financially supported as an initiative of The
Community Foundation. The group meets to learn about identified issues
facing seniors and form strategies to create a positive change.

Field of Interest Funds
enable donors to

focus their
giving.
Health • $10,000
The following grant was recently
made from the Esther Pope Memorial
Endowment (for persons diagnosed with or
affected by HIV/AIDS):
$10,000 to the UF CARES/Rainbow
Center to support a new program focused
on meeting the psychosocial and medical
needs of adolescents and young adults with
HIV at the clinic located in Jacksonville’s
urban core. Funding will be used to
develop two support groups: one for youth
ages 9-14, and the other for youth ages
14-24.

Early Childhood • $3,100
The following grant was recently made from
the Jacksonville Children’s Endowment:
$3,100 was made to Second Harvest
North Florida to support its Health Begins
Before Birth program. This is an
expansion of a pilot program
providing nourishment for
mothers and nutrition for babies
at UF Health Jacksonville.

Veterans • $160,000
The following grant was recently made
from the J. Wayne and Delores Barr
Weaver (VETS) Fund:
$100,000 was made to Five Star Veteran
Center to support its operations while fundraising efforts secure future funding.
The following grant was recently made from
The Florida BRAIVE Fund:
$60,000 was made to Corporate America
Supports You (CASY) to assist veterans of
Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts in Northeast
Florida in finding employment. Funding will
support three part-time military veterans to
serve as CASY Employment Specialists.

Trustee Spotlight:

A FEW MINUTES WITH BILL BRINTON
Incoming Chairman of The Community Foundation Board of Trustees

Bill Brinton is the 2014–2016
chairman of The Community
Foundation. A true civic
leader for more than 30 years,
Bill was The Community
Foundation’s first recipient
of the Prize for Civic
Engagement in 2007 for
his work in galvanizing community change through the
instruments of petition drives and referenda—including the
decisive billboard ban in 1987 and the term limit initiative in
1990. Bill is a shareholder at Rogers Towers, specializing in
areas of complex First Amendment and land use litigation
involving billboards and other signage.
Q

 ou have a long history of civic leadership—what
Y
inspired you to tackle challenging local issues?

A	
My parents were both civic-minded, and there were
always community leaders in our home, with lots
of dinner table stories. My father was recruited
to Jacksonville as the new director of the public
library system and he became very involved in
the consolidation movement. I had a front row
seat for that historic movement. I actually read
the charter all the way through as a teenager!
	
After graduation from UF Law, I began at Freeman,
Richardson, Watson, Slade, McCarthy and Kelly.
Our firm was an early supporter of Leadership
Jacksonville, and I was tapped for the LJ class of
1982-83. Soon I was involved with JCCI, and my
colleague Doug Milne chaired the Visual Pollution
study in 1984-85. Because of that work, I became

My parents

were both civic-minded, and
there were always community
leaders in our home, with lots
of dinner table stories.
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friends with LJ alumni Tillie Fowler, Bob Schellenberg
and others trying to strengthen our sign regulations.
I knew the city’s charter had provided for citizen
initiatives, and we successfully pushed that forward.
Later, I chaired JCCI’s study on Community Leadership.
Q

 ou joined the board of TCF in 2008, and were
Y
awarded the prize for civic engagement in 2007.
When did your path first cross with TCF?

A	
The Community Foundation has always been a leader
in Jacksonville. I turned to TCF to set up the Tree Hill
Endowment in 1991 and the Citizens for a Scenic
Florida Endowment Fund in 1999. We were able to
make a sizeable ($50,000) donation to the Tree Hill
Endowment from a settlement of litigation.
Q	
You have a robust law practice with an international
reputation in your field; why take on the leadership
of TCF?
A	
I believe that TCF is now the most impactful
organization in Northeast Florida. I’m very pleased
to be associated with the organization as it expands
its impact. My passion is creating citizen empowerment
and I do that in a number of areas—reducing visual
clutter, litter control, support for libraries—and TCF
is likewise involved in empowerment. I like that donors
have a place where they know their funds will grow
and be well cared for, and that their wishes are
carried out.
Q

 o you have specific goals for yourself or TCF
D
during your tenure?

A	
I want everyone to know about The Community
Foundation. On the donor side, I want them to
know that this place should be considered in order
to leave an impact beyond your lifetime. I think there
is a high desire to have a lasting impact. That’s why
endowment funds are so important, because the
value is there forever.
My goal is to see our endowment funds grow
exponentially. I’d like to see an array of environmental
endowments established—for wildlife, the St. Johns
River, the visual environment—all the things that
make Northeast Florida so special. I think if we can
protect, preserve and improve the health of our river,
our lungs, and the vision of what we see around us, it

Celebrating
IN THE NEWS
I like to remind people that

beauty
business.

is good for

will be good for us as citizens and good for the
business of Jacksonville. I like to remind people
that beauty is good for business.
Q

 ou’ve worked so hard to protect and preserve
Y
North Florida’s natural scenery—where’s your
favorite place on the First Coast to enjoy its beauty?

A	
I don’t have one favorite place—I’m happy under
a beautiful shade tree, walking on the beach or
looking at the river. I do look at landscapes with a
different eye—I can see the work of one person or
organization: where someone has preserved or
protected something beautiful, or conversely, if
a person or organization has failed to do so or
knowingly destroyed something beautiful.
	
I see what is, and what could be.
Q

 our devotion to scenic beauty is well documented.
Y
What else are you passionate about?

A	
I am passionate about early education. That is our
biggest challenge in Northeast Florida, making
sure every child can read at or above grade level.
I am passionate about libraries. We have failed to
support public libraries—every one of them should
be open seven days a week.

Community Foundation
President Nina Waters
will receive the President’s
Citation from the OneJax
Institute at its annual
fundraising dinner on May
22. OneJax Board Chair
Susan Wilkinson noted that Nina and her five fellow
2014 OneJax recipients will be honored “for making a
real difference to improve our community…to promote
the respect and understanding that will overcome bias,
bigotry and oppression.”

BREAKING NEWS
Community Foundation Vice
President for Development
John Zell is slated to
become the President of
the Planned Giving Council
of Northeast Florida this
spring. The Planned Giving
Council’s mission is to “foster
awareness and to provide an
effective forum for education,
communication, networking
and collaboration” for the gift planning community.
The Community Foundation has been a sponsor of the
Planned Giving Council, and John has been an active
participant for many years. Congratulations, John!

STAFF NOTES
Community Foundation
President Nina Waters
concluded her term as Chair
of the Southeastern Council
of Foundations’ Board of
Trustees at SECF’s annual
meeting in Hot Springs, VA.
Katie Patterson has been
promoted to Program Officer.
Katie joined the Foundation in 2013 as a Program
Associate. Prior to joining The Community Foundation,
Katie was with The Chartrand Foundation.
Kyla (Wade) Oakes, Administrative Assistant,
graduated from Jacksonville University with magna
cum laude honors.
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A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT
A new year is always exciting, but we are
particularly energized for our 50th year
serving donors and our community. One
of the reasons our assets have surpassed
$250 million is through the very real
power of endowment.
Nearly three-quarters of The Community
Foundation’s assets are endowed gifts—
those earmarked by their visionary
benefactors to be available forever.
While we manage both non-endowed
and endowed gifts, the benefits of
endowed funds give special meaning
to our watchwords, “Giving Back.
Giving Forward.”
A donor’s endowed gift is significant
due to its permanence. The amount of
the gift is preserved in perpetuity and
invested with our other endowed funds
for growth. As the funds earn interest,
a portion of the earnings becomes
available for grantmaking every year,
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while the principal is protected and
can continue to grow. This creates a
multiplier effect as the funds prosper
and the ability to make grants expands.
If you’re thinking about an endowed
gift, we have many options: establishing
a family fund, or designating a specific
nonprofit organization that will be
strengthened over time by your
generosity. Sometimes, an endowed
fund is set up as a scholarship or award
fund in honor or memory of a beloved
family member/coworker/mentor.
Another example is our Women’s
Giving Alliance, which has been a
tremendous champion of endowed
funds—in the WGA’s 12-year history,
24 endowed funds have been created
to further propel their work supporting
women and girls.
Establishing an endowed fund gives you
the opportunity to make a difference

during your lifetime while providing
for the community you care about
for generations to come. Just like
our original four founders, those who
create endowed funds have an eye
to the future and a belief in giving
forward. Here’s to the next 50 years!

Nina Waters
President

