
This document was made possible by the generous
support of The Community Foundation in Jacksonville,
which underwrote the research and production as part 

of its Quality Education for All Initiative.

Quality Education for All is a 10-year, multi-faceted
initiative that seeks to improve the performance of all

public school students in Duval County, with particular
attention to the gaps in achievement between poor and
non-poor students, and minority and majority students.

Its early work has focused on building knowledge
through research and community learning, direct

investment in innovative programs within the 
Duval County Public Schools and advocating for 
public policies and investments that will support 

quality public education.

Visit The Community Foundation at 
www.jaxcf.org.
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FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Dear Jacksonville Community:

Although it’s been about 45 years since 35th
President John F. Kennedy included this excerpt in
an education address to Congress, our growth as a
nation remains linked to the quality of our public
education system. The city of Jacksonville is no
exception. Our progress as a city can be no swifter
than our progress in education. As one of the 20th
largest school districts in the nation, Duval County
public schools have made significant gains over the
years, but there is a new opportunity today for even
faster and greater school improvement, and for the
rebuilding of school and community culture in ways
that contribute to the maximum development of
every student’s capacity.

Returning to Jacksonville to lead a public school
system that served me during a decade of my
childhood has been both exciting and humbling.
Since my arrival in November 2005, it has become
increasingly clear to me that Jacksonville is thriving
and growing in unimaginable ways due to highly
capable business and civic leadership.  I have seen
much evidence of exciting improvements and
growth throughout our city, and in our schools. In
fact, I have seen some of the best teaching practices
and collaborative community partnerships of my
career. I have also seen some things that concern me.
It is clear that our city faces numerous challenges

including inadequate state funding for education,
community violence, taut race relations, and adult
illiteracy. Will we ever receive adequate funding for
our public schools or will Florida and Jacksonville
remain near the bottom of our nation’s list on per-
student expenditures?  Will Jacksonville become
known as a city of love or the state’s leader in
homicides and violence?  Will we allow further
erosion of our democracy because we have continued
to allow too many students, often from low
socioeconomic homes, to leave school frustrated with
the opportunities we have failed to provide for their
futures?  Will we remain complacent with so many
students dropping out of school only to expand their
chances of becoming poor, homeless or criminals? 

Schools and communities aren’t separate. As
communities strengthen, so do schools. As schools
strengthen, so do communities. Whether an
individual’s support of school and community
improvement is driven by an interest in
Jacksonville hosting another event like Super Bowl
XXXIX or attracting more environmentally
responsible businesses to our city, we must all work
together to seek enhanced investments,
improvements, and involvement in each one of our
schools. It is paramount that we ensure all children
are sufficiently educated to reach their dreams and

enter meaningful and productive adulthoods. To
achieve what is crucial, we must develop skilled
and deliberate community-wide partnerships,
investments in public education, and great
discipline. Public education in Duval County can
be one big hindrance or one big propeller in
moving this city forward.

The Duval County School Board members and I
are committed to making our schools stellar – the
best not just in Florida, but also throughout the
United States. To do so, we are committed to
providing a high-quality education and
opportunities that enable all students to reach their
dreams and goals. We realize that for us to achieve
this mission, we must demand a great deal from our
students; rely on a great deal from our parents; invest
a great deal in our teachers; and expect a great deal
from our community. We need voices of candor, and
hands of involvement including support, resources,
and partnerships to make Duval County Public
Schools a world-class system. With it, our success
will be remarkable, because “our progress as a nation
can be no swifter than our progress in education.”

Sincerely,
Joseph Wise
Superintendent of Schools

“OUR PROGRESS AS A NATION

CAN BE NO SWIFTER THAN OUR

PROGRESS IN EDUCATION. 

OUR REQUIREMENTS FOR WORLD LEADERSHIP, 

OUR HOPES FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH, 

AND THE DEMANDS OF CITIZENSHIP ITSELF

IN AN ERA SUCH AS THIS ALL REQUIRE THE

MAXIMUM DEVELOPMENT OF EVERY

YOUNG AMERICAN’S CAPACITY. 

THE HUMAN MIND IS OUR FUNDAMENTAL RESOURCE.”

— John F. Kennedy
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